
Why I can’t wait to sing…. 

“Hark! the herald angels sing”  

 

Have you heard the canned Christmas music in the shops since the beginning of October or 

have you managed to block it out? Does it get you in the Christmas mood, or does it make 

you think of the long list of things to do and the gifts you will need to buy! 

For many, this is the music of Christmas… Jolly Old St Nicholas…. Sleigh bells ring…. 

Frosty the Snowman… I wish it could be Christmas every day! De dah-de-dah-de-dah! 

I can’t wait to sing Hark! the herald angels sing. To me this is a wonderful set of words by 

Charles Wesley set to a magnificent score adapted from a work by Felix Mendelssohn. I 

believe a hymn or a Carol should be relevant and correct…it is a sung prayer after all. It’s 

part of our worship and praise to God. The tune and words we sing today are not as they 

were originally penned by Wesley or intended, as he wanted the words sung to the same 

tune as The Easter Hymn, Christ the Lord is risen today! 

In Wesley’s words we see reflected his understanding that Incarnation is not simply about 

Jesus as a baby or limited to “God being with us”, but about salvation through crucifixion and 

resurrection, the essence of The Creed. 

The first verse speaks of the heavenly host of angels, praising God and bidding us to do the 

same, to join in that heavenly chorus with our song of praise, and in the fourth line we see of 

God sending His Son to earth so that He, Jesus Christ, could pay the price for all our sins. 

Jesus is for the world, for every nation. For us and for our salvation… 

Verse two opens with words of the eternal nature of Christ, the everlasting Lord. Eternally 

begotten of the Father….  We are told that God’s Son is adored by Him in the highest 

heaven. We sing of the Virgin birth, the incarnate Deity, God made man. We end the verse 

with Jesus, our Emmanuel or God with us. True God from True God, begotten not made, 

of one Being with the Father….. he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the 

Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 



In the final verse of the current arrangement, we give due honour and praise to the Prince of 

Peace, the light of the world, the light of God available to all, the healing that Jesus brings 

and we see a nod towards the events of His passion; Jesus meekly laying down His life for 

us, born to pay the debt for our sin, born to bring us all who believe and repent to our 

heavenly home in eternity, our resurrection with Christ, our second birth, our own nativity into 

paradise. For our sake he was crucified….he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again….. he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father….. and his kingdom will have no end. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. 

So this Christmas, “let us declare all that Jesus’ incarnation means as we sing Glory to the 

new-born King!” Amen. 
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