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VICAR’S VIEWPOINT
ASH WEDNESDAY – EASTER SUNDAY
‘Lent’
‘At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert and he was in the desert for forty days
being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals and angels attended him’
Mark 1 v.12
Lent is the time in the Christian year when we remember that Jesus spent 40 days in the
wilderness without food. It happened right at the beginning of his ministry and was
preparation for all that was to come. He spent time on his own with God and was
strengthened spiritually.
For us, Lent starts on Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter Sunday. We think about the
things Jesus endured on his way to the cross; some of the key moments in his last days.
We see him determined to do his Father’s will, despite the personal cost. In some small
way, we enter into his struggles until his victory over sin and death is celebrated on Easter
Sunday.
In years gone by, people used to give up things for Lent such as chocolate, biscuits and
life’s little luxuries. This was to discipline our bodies and, in some small way, suffer
deprivation. For some, this just became a good excuse for a diet.
In recent years, there has been a suggestion that, to make it a more positive experience,
we should take on doing something new: serving God and giving him a little bit more of our
time and energy e.g. 40 acts of kindness.
Many Christian agencies ask us at this time of year to use Lent as a time to fundraise for
them by giving them the money we would have spent on our chocolate or biscuits.
Which is best: Giving up or giving more?
I’d like to suggest that we use Lent as a time of spiritual preparation for Easter. Preparing
ourselves and our church to appreciate all that Jesus has done for us and making some
sort of response.
If you wanted to give up something for Lent and give just £1 a day for 40 days, you could
buy a chair to be used at the back of church. Something that would enable others to find
a place here in God’s family.
If you wanted to respond further by giving some time in service, there are many areas in
the life of our church where you could serve. As Jesus spent the time preparing and
listening to God, maybe during lent you could ask God what it is he would like you to do for
him.
So we can give something up, either to aid our church or some other organisation, or we
could think about giving a little bit more of ourselves in service. Janet or Ravi will be
available to talk about either option with you, just ask or give us a ring.
Yours, Janet
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR MARCH

Sun 4th March
Wed 7th March
Thurs 8th March
Sun 11th March
Wed 14th March
Thurs 15th March
Sun 18th March

Wed 21st March
Thurs 22nd March
Friday 23rd March
Sun 25th March

th

Wed 28 March
Thurs 29th March

8.30am
10.30am
5.00pm
10.15am
9.00am
8.30am
10.30am
10.15am
9.00am
8.30am
10.30am
5.00pm
7.00pm
10.15am
9.00am
9.00am
8.30am
10.30am
5.00pm
10.15am
9.00am

Fri 30th March (Good Friday)
11.15am
2.00pm
Sun 1st April (Easter
Day)

8.30am
10.30am
5.00pm

Eucharist
Eucharist
Soul Food
Eucharist in the hall
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Parade Service for Mothering Sunday
Eucharist in the hall
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Baptism
Soul Food
The Bridge
Eucharist
Morning Prayer
School service
Eucharist
Palm Sunday Eucharist and celebration of
the end of the building work,
with Archdeacon Pete Spiers
Heart & Soul
Eucharist in the hall
Morning Prayer
Maundy Thursday shared service at St.
Luke’s
‘Churches Together’ service in Crosby
Village
Maunder’s Choral Cantata ‘From Olivet to
Calvary’
Eucharist
Eucharist
Soul Food
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WHAT’S ON IN MARCH?
Thurs 1st March
Sat 3rd March
Mon 5th March
school
Tues 6th March

1.00pm – 3.00pmAfternoon Tea
7.30pm
Quiz Night and Supper in the hall
9.00am
Janet takes assembly at St. Nicholas’

Wed 7th March
Sat 10th March
Tues 13th March

9.00am
10am-2.00pm
2.00pm

Wed 14th March

9.00am
11.00am
11.15am

Thurs 15th March
Fri 16th March
Sat 17th March
Mon 19th March
school
th

Tues 20 March
Wed 21st March
Sat 24th March
Sun 25th March
Mon 26th March
Tues 27th March

3.05pm
7.00pm

10.00am
9.00am

3F4U in church
‘Churches Together’ Lent Group at Eshe
Road URC
Church open for a cuppa and chat
RSCM organ course in church
‘Churches Together’ Lent Group at St.
Michael`s
Church open for a cuppa and chat
Bible Study in the hall followed by lunch
Standing Committee meet at the vicarage
Completion of building work
Walk to Hightown
Ravi takes assembly at St. Nicholas’

7.30pm
3.00pm
7.00pm

Shared ministry team meet
Messy Church in St. Nicholas’ school
‘Churches Together’ Lent Group at
Blundelssands Methodist Church
9.00am
Church open for a cuppa and chat
9.00am -12 noon Men’s Working Party
12 noon
Training event for volunteers to help with
Heritage events at St. Nicholas’ church
and opening the church more often
7.45pm
PCC meet in the hall
7.00pm
‘Churches Together’ Lent Group at
Warren Road URC
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Anthea Gardler

On Saturday 6th January, a Prayer Breakfast took place at St Nicholas’, to pray for new leadership
to come forward and to discuss the qualities needed for the various vacant roles. Of these, the
most important of course is that of Churchwarden. Anthea was due to retire this year, but her sad
death in December has forced us to start thinking sooner than any of us would have wished about
the kind of person we will be looking for in April.
The list of qualities the group identified reads as follows:
Calm, organised, reliable, practical, approachable, committed
In fact, if someone had set out to write a pen portrait of Anthea herself, these are foremost among
the character traits that would have sprung most readily to mind. She was uniquely suited to the
role of Churchwarden at St Nicholas’ and made it totally her own, but as the eulogy delivered at
her funeral by her nephew emphasised, this was only the most recent in a rich and varied list of
achievements. It is no surprise to learn that, in her long career in nursing, not only had she reached
the most senior levels, but had then gone on to re-qualify and teach aspiring young members of
her profession. It is also not difficult to imagine that, as a lifelong sportswoman and intrepid
traveller, she would have brought those same qualities to her subsequent role as Captain of her
golf club and to coolly planning daunting trips to far-flung corners of the globe. As Churchwarden
she was capable, often unobtrusively so, and unassuming. Whether preparing for a major service
or simply distributing hymnbooks at a weekly Eucharist, she got on with the job with the minimum
of fuss. She was a welcoming and reassuring presence for new members of our congregation,
knew us all and was an unfailingly kind and patient listener to our woes. Anthea is irreplaceable
and we will all miss her.
Anthea’s family would like to thank everyone for their support during her illness, the
warmth of their words at her funeral and for all their kindness since.
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‘BLUNDELLSANDS CHURCHES TOGETHER’ LENT GROUPS
Something different is happening this year!
Lent has been a time when the churches have held study groups together. Last year, each
church hosted a group and we all studied the same book. The only time we really got
together was for the last session.
This year, there will only be one group each week and we are going to visit each church
during the period of Lent.
In each place, 2 or 3 people from the host church will talk about their faith and their church
and there will be a time for questions and discussions, as well as a cuppa. We will be
meeting on the following occasions:
Tues 20th Feb
Tues 27th Feb
Tues 6th March
Tues 13th March
Tues 20th March
Tues 27th March

7.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm
2.00pm
7.00pm
7.00pm

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church
St. Nicholas’ Anglican Church
Eshe Road URC
St. Michael’s Anglican Church
Blundellsands Methodist Church
Warren Road URC

Please come along and share with Christians from other churches and learn something new
this Lent.

QUIZ NIGHT - MARCH 3rd IN THE CHURCH HALL
Another popular event for all the church family and Phil Pellow will again be our Quiz
Master. You can have teams of up to 10 people, make your own team up or join with others
on the night.
The Capernwray team will be with us and will give us a North American round of
questions. They will also be providing some activities and games for the children. Supper
will be served: cold meats, cheese, bread and salad. Bring your own drinks and glasses!
Proceeds from this event will be shared between the church and Friends of St. Nicholas’
School (FOSN). The Friends are currently raising funds for an all-weather running track for
the school field. Raffle prizes are welcomed!
Tickets are £5 for adults and £1 for children from Janet, Ravi, Steve Bailey or the school
office.
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MESSY CHURCH 20th MARCH 3.05pm in ST. NICHOLAS’ SCHOOL
For parents to worship, learn and create with children. All children under the age of 12 are
welcome with an adult. We meet between 3.05pm – 4.30pm in St. Nicholas’ School and,
this time, we will have an Easter theme. Come and join in the fun!

VISIT OF OUR ARCHDEACON, VEN. PETE SPIERS
To mark the completion of the building work in church, the Ven. Pete Spiers will join us for
a special service of thanksgiving and dedication on 25th March -Palm Sunday at 10.30am.
The building work is only part of the story. Heritage Lottery now expect us to have the
church open more, so that our community can use it and appreciate our local heritage. So,
we are looking for all sorts of volunteers. See Lynne Godfrey’s article below:
VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
As our Phase 3 Restoration Programme for the church building is almost complete we now
need to move forward with the other part of our successful Heritage Lottery Fund bid. This
is an Activity plan focusing on broadening the use of the church as both a heritage centre
and a community resource, whilst maintaining its main role as a place of Christian worship.
In order to make this happen we need to recruit a team of volunteers to support church open
days for visitors and a programme of planned events for the wider community.
If you are interested in becoming involved in our plans we are holding a recruitment event
for potential volunteers to find out more about the role:
Date: Sunday 25th March [Palm Sunday]
Time: 12 noon, immediately following the church service
Place: At the back of church in our new refreshment area.
There will be a short illustrated talk about St Nicholas’ Church restoration and our future
plans. Information packs about the volunteer role will be available. Refreshments will also
be provided.
If you are unable to come to the event but are still interested in being a volunteer please
contact Lynne Godfrey : lgodfrey4@virginmedia.com or 07535265549.

Music for Good Friday 30th March at 2.00pm
Performance with the combined Church Choir and The St. Nicholas Singers
(community choir) of the moving and dramatic J.H. Maunder's Cantata 'Olivet to
Calvary’, which tells the dramatic story of Christ's last few days before his
crucifixion. Beautiful and powerful music. A must for all on Good Friday. Do come
and join us in church.
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MEN’S WORKING PARTY - Saturday 24th MARCH 9am – 12 noon
Each month, a group of men gather at the church to do odd jobs around the church
and hall. Some are skilled, some are not. They seem to have some fun, some banter
and do some valuable maintenance jobs that really help keep the buildings safe and
usable.
They have made cupboards, refitted the disabled toilet, plastered, cleared gutters
and gullies, swept, mopped, polished, chucked out clutter, moved stuff around the
building, fixed things, screwed things, cut down trees, dug holes etc. etc. Some have
gone home to the wrath of their wives covered in paint or mud, but fortified by Keith’s
bacon butties and they come back time & again.
Any men are more than welcome to join us in this fun each month. Your service, your
skills and your muscles are much appreciated! Come along any time between 9am
-12 noon, there is always a job to do and there never seems enough time to get
everything done.
Alternatively, if you have some time during the week, we have a list of things that
need doing. Please speak to Janet, Steve Bailey or Steve Green

BIG CHURCH CLEAN UP
In preparation for our celebrations with the Archdeacon, we need to do a big clean
up in church and get rid of all the dust, plaster, bits of stone etc. that has spread
around the church during the work. Could you come any time on the morning of the
24th March, armed with a duster and polish, to give the church a big spruce up?
Children welcome too!

Answers to last month`s puzzle
1.

Jessie

Isaiah 11:1,10

2.

Beaz

See Mathew 1 and Luke 3 for genealogies of Christ

3.

Eagle

Deu 14;12; Lev:11:13

4.

Titus

Titius 1:5
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Things to be Thankful for this month
Hello everybody. As I look out of the window this morning, I could be easily misled into
thinking that it is the height of summer. The sun is beaming down, there is a beautiful blue
sky, the odd fluffy cloud is scurrying by, but it is the 15th February, and common sense
tells me as I notice the 8’ tall Cordyline plant in my front garden is having trouble staying
upright , as the blustery winds batter it, that it isn't the summer.
I went out a little while ago to close the gate, and I had difficulty keeping on my feet in the
blustery wind, and had a whimsical thought that if I wasn't careful I might end up doing a
Mary Poppins over the rooftops, what a view I would have, hopefully bringing a smile to
the faces of people as they saw me, an old grey haired granny floating by.
It has made me think about how many people and things can be deceptive when we first
come across them, how easy it is to make instant decisions. It often pays to think about a
situation first before committing yourself; although gut instinct often tells you when a person
or situation is ok!
The season of Lent has now begun and I am following a Daily Prayer for Lent and Easter
called BELIEVING WE PRAY, by Brian Mayne. It follows the Lectionary readings for Year
B, which we are in at present. It was recommended to me years ago by the lovely Colette
Thornborough, so I am re reading it in her memory, thanking God for the influence she had
upon my life, and the friendship, love, joys, and sorrows we shared.
Soon Spring will be here. Every day as I potter about my little garden I notice the signs, the
shoots of the bulbs poking through the soil, and I cannot wait to see the delicate colours of
the flowers as they emerge, so beautiful, withstanding all weather conditions. If I was
planted outside I would soon wither and die. God's creations are certainly amazing
I hope that you are attempting to be kind and thoughtful to others during Lent, it is the little
things that count - a smile, a hello, a listening ear, keeping a watch on elderly or lonely
neighbours, etc.
Five things to keep telling Yourself Daily
-------------------------------------------------------1) Keep trying,
2) Keep praying,
3) Stay positive,
4) Be awesome,
5) Become better, not better than everyone else, but better than the person you were
yesterday.
So until next month, keep spreading kindness, keep being thankful, smile at a stranger,
hug your loved ones.
GOD BLESS - Shirley Fairclough.
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Restoration Phase 3 – February 2018
As we approach the latter stages of the project, it is time to reflect on all that we
have achieved and the vision of the finishing line getting ever closer.
The first stage of our project was called the Development Phase. In this we had
to develop our project in line with the proposals set out in our application. In order
to do this and apply for the Development Phase funding we had to complete forms
which would give us approval called Permission to Start. Once approved, we
commenced in developing our project. There were key tasks which we had to carry
out during this phase. These included undertaking specialist surveys, obtaining
statutory consents and developing a detailed timetable of costs and cash flow
during the Delivery Phase. The Heritage Lottery Fund also wanted us to think
about us opening up the church to more people in the community, consider how we
will sustain project outcomes after funding had ended and how we will
acknowledge the grant award and evaluate the project. This entailed forming a
team of people called the Activity Team. They produced an activity statement which
would give details of the additional activities we would undertake to engage people
with the building; who will benefit; how much it will cost; a timetable for
implementation and how the outcomes would be measured. It was a huge
undertaking and an extremely professional action plan was produced which was
submitted along with the rest of the information through an online portal before the
deadline of 17th March. This date was set at exactly one year from our first round
pass and this was named as a second round submission. This sounds like a
wrestling term and ironically it was a huge tussle to garner all the information,
permissions and complete applications for grants from other bodies to reach this
critical milestone.
Special thanks should go to St. Michaels’ Church and All Saints with St.
Frideswyde Church who generously donated to our appeal. The Garfield Weston
Trust, the Duchy of Lancaster’s Benevolent Fund, Allchurches Trust and
Merseytravel all responded to our grant applications towards our funding appeal.
The parishioners of our church also responded magnificently to a Gift Day appeal
to cover the shortfall in funds. This was due to having to replace the ancient,
leaking, inefficient hall heating system at a cost of more that £40,000 and
supplement the grant award to upgrade and stock the hall kitchen.
A meeting took place with the HLF grants officer and our appointed architect,
Robin Wolley on 14th June 2017. We discussed the purposes of the meeting and
the procedure we must follow to receive Permission to Start the Delivery Phase,
the review of the approved purposes, reporting progress and grant
acknowledgement.
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The approved purposes are all the capital repairs and heritage related activities we
stated we would do when we submitted our original application.
Reporting progress is a mandatory requirement to ensure that the contributions
from publicly funded finances are monitored and evaluated.
As a condition of the grant we have to acknowledge our award to the public
through advertising it through the website, media and social media. The large
construction display board on the scaffolding, the internal noticeboards and the
logos are just some of the methods we have used to publicize it. Articles have
been made in The Champion newspaper, our website and the Diocesan website.

The glazing in the clerestory windows is almost completed, the South porch roof
has been stripped ready for reroofing, the hospitality facility is in place, the roof
alarm, cycle rack and glazed doors have also been installed.
We have had to supply the hospitality facility with a lead free water supply. This
has entailed making a trench to connect to the new supply from the existing water
main in Harlech Road. Once the connections are made, the units can be installed
in our new mini-kitchen which will be stained to match the colour of the pews.
Proof that all 50% of the Delivery Phase award has been spent in staged payments
to the contractor and the payments of professional fees has been sent to HLF in
order to claim our next stage payment. This is 40% of the grant award which is
£84,400.
VAT is reclaimable under the Listed Places of Worship Scheme and these have
been applied for to the Department of Culture, Media and Sport.
The Delivery Phase Progress Report has been submitted at the same time through
the online portal.
We have had to report on the Approved Purposes, identifying risk, the project
timetable, volunteer and non- cash contributions, agreed costs and funding
acknowledgement.
Photographic records, a Quantity Surveyor produced financial report and a Record
of Activities which we have arranged was submitted with the report on 31st January
2018 and an update of the on-going Evaluation Report.
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We have discovered that the damp patches on our North aisle wall are due to
blocked drains. We hope to address this issue shortly before redecoration takes
place.
The completion date for the capital works has now been set at 16th March
2018
There have been delays with sourcing the Welsh blue roof slates from the quarry,
the inclement weather and the matching the detail of each unique clerestory
window. However, we are nearly there. Once completed, I can apply for the final
10% stage payment and submit the completion, evaluation report. The architect
will then issue a completion certificate a copy of which we have to forward to the
Bishop of Liverpool’s Registry as part of the faculty requirements.
A condition of the grant award is that we have to report to HLF one year after
completion, again in five years and again after ten years.
The Activity Team have been engrossed in unearthing archive material from our
records stored in the church and at the Central Library. This has been assessed
and catalogued and will assist in producing a quality guidebook and heritage
display materials which will be used when the church becomes a visitor centre
alongside its primary role as a place of worship. Considerable time and thoughts
have been spent to it once and do it right. Peter has led his team of Gill, Lynne,
Joyce, Glenda, Phil and Neil through the compilation of the Activity Plan. Each
member has also taken on individual tasks to produce information on leaflets, QR
codes, volunteering requirements and a timetable to coincide with a series of
heritage events and exhibitions to complement the existing programme. Joyce has
had learn on the job how to develop and enhance the website to adapt to the
technology we will be introducing as part of the visitor experience. The hall Wifi will
be extended into the church so visitors can access our website through their
mobile devices.
We will be able to offer them refreshments in the church and volunteer guides will
be able to describe how the church began as a thought in 1873 to how it has
evolved today.
Janet and Tim have also worked tirelessly to assist in ensuring the grant
applications and reports have been comprehensive and accurate.
A special event on the 25th March is planned to celebrate the completion of
this phase of restoration attended by the archdeacon, the venerable Pete
Spiers.
Stephen Green
Restoration and Buildings Coordinator
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Music in March
4th
March
11th
March
25th
March
30th
March

Before
Offetoire ou Communion
Gigout
Ach Bleib’
Peeters
Start in the hall

After
Grand Choeur
Guilmant
Toccata
Gigout
Toccata
Dubois

Olivet to Calvary
Stephen Hargreaves (Organ) Danielle Thomas (Mezzo Soprano)

OLIVET TO CALVARY is a fine example of music written for the late Victorian
/early Edwardian Anglican church. It contains a sincerity and dedication which,
despite being a definite product of its time, has carried the piece through to the
modern era. Its popularity is in part due to its simplicity and it has been
performed by many choirs from the smallest to the largest. The composer,
John Henry Maunder, studied at the Royal Academy of Music in London and
served as organist in several London churches, including St Matthew's,
Syndenham and St Paul's, Forest Hill. Maunder started his career as a theatre
composer and later devoted himself exclusively to sacred music. While his
oratorio 'The Martyrs' became a perennial favourite, it is 'Olivet to Calvary'
which has retained its popularity and appeal through the generations.
Described as a sacred cantata, 'Olivet to Calvary' recalls the scenes which
mark the last few days of Christ's life on earth. Part one starts with Christ's
jubilant journey to Jerusalem and ends with the scene on the Mount of Olives.
Part two begins with the Feast of Passover with Christ's commandment to his
disciples to 'Love one Another' and ends with the Crucifixion at Calvary. It is
interspersed with congregational hymns which reflect on the scenes.
Eugene Gigout was born
in Nancy, and died in Paris. A
pupil of Camille Saint-Saëns, he
served as the organist of the
French capital's Saint-Augustin
Church for 62 years. He became
widely known as a teacher and his
output as a composer was
considerable. Renowned as an
expert improviser, he also founded
his own music school. His nephew
by marriage was Léon Boëllmann,
another distinguished French
composer and organist. The 10
pièces pour orgue (composed
1890) include the Toccata in B
minor, Gigout`s best-known
creation, which turns up as a
frequent encore at organ
recitals.
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Uniformed Groups
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Beavers
Cubs

Liz Sinker
Gemma Silcock-Stevenson
Lindsay Martin
Geraldine Forshaw
Andy Davidson

07796628901
07892421798
07534959825
928 5204
07900582094

Mrs Jan Warren
Steve Bailey,
Stephen Green
Lesley Utley
Joan Parkinson

924 1287
924 4416
476 9885
931 1813
924 9031.

Sarah Lee
Danielle Sharp
Paul Thompson
Demetra Gavriel
Mel Batchelor
Jenny Campbell
Jennifer Berrett
Anna Smith
Linzi
Emma Gerrard
Cllr Andy Dams
Julie

07803 845972
0781 8506325
243 5340
07805972846
07719 545607
07815947950
07980521267
07974 227740
07815 431332
07884 073049
07539 200792
07986 555933

Church Groups
Card Making Class
Men’s Working party
Flower Guild
Fellowship Tea Team

Hall User Groups’
Contacts
Weight Watchers:
Little Learners
WEA language classes
Greek School
Baby Sensory
Friday Fun for Tots Playgroup
Baby Ballet
NCT playgroup
Jets
Caterpillar Music
Constituency Surgeries
Focus Dog Training

Any news?
Articles can be posted to the editor at the address below, emailed to:
pegleg5678@gmail.com or posted into the box at the back of church.
Please note – Deadline for articles: 3rd Sunday of the month preceding publication

Editor: Irene Davies
17 Holden Road
Brighton-le-Sands
L22 6QE
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HALLS FOR HIRE
Contact: Liz Sinker: Hall Bookings
Administrator
0151 476 4211 or 97796628901
Main Hall: This hall seats over 100 people
and
Includes stage area
Small hall: Seats up to 40 people

This advertising space is available
for businesses in the Blundellsands
locality!
Do you know someone
Who might like to advertise their
business, or has a business next to
yours?
Contact the Editor to have your Ad included
each month for a small annual charge of £20
per year for 10 copies

Slimming World
Here at St. Nicholas’ Primary school
Nicholas Road, Blundellsands
Every Saturday at 8.30am
And 10.30am
Do you want to lose weight without ever
feeling hungry?
Join us for a cuppa and find out how

Crosby Tool Hire
For all your equipment needs
Sales, service, repair & hire of
all tools & gardening
Equipment
Floor sanders & carpet cleaners
Weekend deals!
We stock and deliver all sizes of
Calor gas
0151 281 9832

For more details:
Phone Vicki on 07909 614123

McCallum & Tritton

Kynaston – Electrical

Funeral Directors
46 Mersey View, Waterloo
L22 6QB
Tel: 0151 931 2002

151 Liverpool Road Crosby
Tel: 928 6721/1469
Electrical repairs
and
Rewiring – free estimates
NIC – EIC registered

Cohen’s Chemist
Providing all your cosmetic
Requirements
17 Bridge Road
Blundellsands
16

