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Church Groups 

Sparks Ravi ravisangra@hotmail.com 07958- 783684 

JUICE [Join Us in 
Christ’s Environment] 

Helen Pennington 

nellieschildcare@gmail.com 

 

07963-000053 

3F4U Julie Dray 

Juliedray1937@gmail.com 

 

0151-924-4073 

The Bridge Youth Club Nikki and Colin Wilson 

Tantor26@googlemail.com 

 

0151-286-7911 

Card Making Class Jan Warren 

peterwarren@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

0151-924-1287 

Flower Team  

Co-ordinator 

Laura Gear  

07748-597571 

Men’s Working Party Steve Bailey 

Stephen Green 

0151-924-4416 

0151-476-9885 

 

Any News or Articles?   

Please leave your articles in the box at the back of church, or email to the editors: 

June, August, October – Micaela McLaughlin wishfire@live.com 

July, September, November – Phil Pellow philpellow@gmail.com 

The deadline for each magazine is the third Sunday of the month preceding 
publication.  

 

Uniformed Groups 

Rainbows Liz Sinker 0151-476-4211 

07796-628901 

Brownies Gemma Silcock-Stevenson 

8thcrosbybrownies@gmail.com 

 

Guides Lindsay Martin 

Lindsaymartin170410@yahoo.com 

07534-958925 

Beaver Scouts and 

Cub Scouts 

Andy Davidson 

apptscrosby@sky.com 

07900-582094 
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Vicar’s Viewpoint 
 

Vicar’s report APCM 2019 

In 2012 St. Nicholas’ Church said they wanted a vicar who would work on the following: 

• Build on work already started and encourage new leaders to come forward so that we can 

see new and sustainable growth. We have indeed managed to do this, recruiting new leaders 

in pretty well every area of church life. In addition we have had a curate, seen Keith 

Thornborough ordained, appointed a new cleaner/caretaker and also appointed another parish 

administrator. The congregation has grown across all ages and we are in a good position. 

• The need to initiate and encourage outreach in the surrounding area of the parish. We have 

had many new people join the church, the use of our church and hall has grown consistently 

and many of the activities are for the benefit of our community. This gives the feeling of St. 

Nicholas being a community hub. We have had several teams from Capernwray Bible College, 

leafleted the whole parish twice with information and successfully recruited community 

volunteers for our heritage project. 

• The need to encourage lay teams within St. Nicholas to play a larger part in visiting the 

elderly, bereaved and housebound. There are lots of lay teams doing a variety of ministry. 

Pastoral visitors, bereavement visitors, Toddler Church, Shared Ministry Team, Sparks, Bridge, 

Church@School and Eucharistic ministry. There have been services arranged for the bereaved, 

afternoon teas for the elderly and lately singing for pleasure. The Wednesday communion has 

become a great pastoral community. 

• To work towards becoming a child friendly church. The under 18s committee achieved this 

four years ago and we recently achieved our second award. Our work is highly commended in 

the diocese. There are a new child protection policy and new safeguarding officers in place, 

Bridge has grown in numbers and has new leaders, Sunday Sparks has an expanded team and 

the addition of Little Sparks. 3F4U attendance is strong.  

• The need to strike balance between the restoration of the church buildings and the spiritual 

needs of a church family and community. Two major restoration projects have been achieved 



alongside many improvements to the fabric of the church and hall. Our buildings are in much 

better shape, more user-friendly and welcoming. Visitors to the church now get a wow factor 

on entering the building and our heritage volunteers and drop in have made the church much 

more accessible to the community. The church is open more and used for more vents and 

concerts. God is at work in our community and the ministry of the church and the hall attracts 

people to join us. 

• The need to encourage and amplify links with St. Michaels, working towards the merger of 

the two churches. This was a bit of a bumpy ride but our vision has been expanded, there is 

now a Vicar in St. Michael’s Church and instead of sharing a vicar St. Nicholas also has its own 

Vicar once again. We have worked hard with the three L23 churches and formed a partnership 

which allows us to do more than on our own, without the cumbersome legality which comes 

with a formal union. 

• The need to breathe new life in to the ecumenical activities of churches together in 

Blundellsands. We have managed a few innovative things in our lent courses and services. 

However we are by far the most active church in Blundellsands. At present the URC and 

Methodist Churches do not have their own ministers and the RC Priest covers another parish. 

The Methodist and URC have very small congregations. 

• The parish people said that the Vicar we want will have “A collaborative style of leadership, 

be a good listener and encourager of others”.  I think this is what I have done in seeking to 

allow everyone to use their gifts and do the things they enjoy. Where possible, I have 

encouraged the formation of teams and sought to give people an opportunity to do something 

new. 

• Committed to working with children and young people. We have a healthy number of children 

and young people in our church, we have gained the Child Friendly Church Award, protection 

policies are in place and we have recruited many new leaders and helpers. We also ran a 

holiday club last summer. Children feel at home in our church and bring a fresh dimension to 

our service of being the Family of God, which is for all ages. 

• Good preacher; an enthusiast for new styles of worship. You have to be the judge of the 

preaching. We have had Heart & Soul Café Worship, we now have Church@School, 

Sanctuary@Seven and we occasionally have Choral Evensong and Taize services. Mike Foy and 

the Choirs add much to our worship. 

• Visitor of the sick / bereaved with concern for the marginalised of our society. I have played 

my part in the team of recognised visitors alongside others in the congregation who have a 

concern for others. We support our local Foodbank, the Salvation Army and Christian Aid. We 

are also supporting the ministry of the Kindhearts Café, which aims to be there for the lonely. 

Our local councillor also holds a surgery in our hall for constituents. Singing for pleasure has 

started monthly. 

 

So as St. Nicholas’ faces the future most things are in good shape. The only area that causes me 

concern as I leave is finance. St. Nicholas has a long history of financial difficulty and our week 

by week giving remains stubbornly low. People’s generosity for special projects and fundraising 



is wonderful, but our general giving needs to rise substantially just to cover our running costs. 

All the wonderful things that we do each week are paid for by our regular weekly giving and 

this year, outside of all the restoration costs, it is probable that we will run at an £18,000 

deficit. All the things we do run on a shoestring and a prayer. We are always short of money. 

 

Years ago the diocese suggested that we each tithe 5% of income to the church and 5% to 

charity. I was taught to tithe 10% of my income to the church, and make charitable giving on 

top of that. The average giving of our church members is just over £10 a week; some give much 

more than that and some much less. Many people give generously of their time and talents, but 

we really do need more money for all our different ministries to continue. 

 

As I leave, I’d like to ask every member of St. Nicholas’ to review what they give to God and his 

church each week.  If everyone on the electoral roll raised their giving by just £10 a month, 10 x 

12 = £120 x 153 on the electoral roll, it would raise £18,360.  Our debt would be wiped out.  It 

would be wonderful if some could give even more than that. 

 

There is so much more ministry we could do if we had some more money. We could cover 

simple things like having the heating on longer so that the church is warmer and more 

welcoming! If all our members signed up to the Parish Giving Scheme we would have a much 

more regular source of income and find it easier to budget. We would get the 20% tax back 

each month instead of annually. We wouldn’t have to pay for the giving envelopes and we 

wouldn’t need as many volunteers to count the collections each week. We wouldn’t have to 

keep asking for more money. Please can we consider giving by direct debit via the Parish Giving 

Scheme. 

 

Liz, our treasurer, does a wonderful job juggling the finances; volunteers and the Men’s 

Working Party save us loads of money but this doesn’t make up for fact that all of us needs to 

put our hands in our pockets and give some more money.  

See https://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk for how to sign up to our Parish Giving Scheme or pick 

up a leaflet at the back of church. 

 

With many thanks for all everyone faithfully does and is doing to sustain the life of this church. 

We really do have much to be thankful for. 

Keep up the good work. 

 

Janet Roberts, April 2019 

 

https://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk/


 

FROM BISHOP PAUL'S EASTER MESSAGE TO CLERGY IN THE CATHEDRAL ON APRIL 15th 

 

Listen: 

 

There was once a king sitting on his throne. Around him stood great and wonderfully 
beautiful columns ornamented with ivory, bearing the banners of the king with great 
honour. Then it pleased the king to raise a small feather from the ground and he 
commanded it to fly. 

 

The feather flew, not because of anything in itself, but because the air bore it along. 

 

Thus am I 

'A feather on the breath of God' 

 

by Hildegard Of Bingen 

 

                                

 
 

 



 

Music in May 

 

 Before After 

5th May Andante 
Fiocco 

Processional 
Susato 

12th May Badinerie 
Bach 

Toccata in 7 
Rutter 

26th May The Swan 
Saint-Saens 

Toccata 
Mushel 

   
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Music at St Nicholas’ 
We are very fortunate musically here at St Nicholas’. Whilst the national 
picture is one of decline, we continue to buck the trend as far as parish 
church music making is concerned. For centuries the English choral tradition 
has been the envied all over Europe (they have an amazing tradition of organ 
playing but very little chorally), however, many churches are now having to 
resort to ‘youtube’ to lead their hymn singing.  
Here at St Nicholas’ we are blessed with people who contribute to our 
worship and to the parish community on a regular basis; Keith plays the organ 
each month and runs a singing afternoon each week for the community, 
Edwin, Roslyn and Kirsty regularly play for our open church events, and 
occasional services and our community choir enhance our music from time to 
time, and there are others!  
You should have noticed Edwin and Roslin have very kindly provided music at 
our services over the last few weeks and they have offered to play at the 
following on the following dates too: 26th May, and 23rd June. If you like this 
kind of music, why not come along and support the music festival?  
Why not bring a friend?  
See the programme in the issue for our list of concerts which hopefully will be 
another example of St Nicholas’ engaging with the community. Please also 
help us with promoting the concerts: take a flyer from the back of church and 
display in your front window, your car window, in your workplace, in your 
local shops, etc and check the church and the community choir facebook 
pages, and share on your social media platforms please. 



 



 



WHAT’S ON IN MAY 
 

 
Thurs 9th 12 Noon Standing Committee meet 
  1:30pm Social Committee meet 
  6pm  Meeting for new parents at school 
Mon 13th 7.30pm Shared Ministry team meet 
Sat 18th 9am  Men’s Working party 
  1pm-1.30pm Plant and table top sale 
  7pm  Ceilidh and supper 
Sun 19th 3pm  Confirmation service at St. Michael’s 
Mon 20th 7.45pm PCC meet 
Tues 21st 5.15pm Blundellsands Churches Together committee meet 
Wed 22nd 1.30 – 2.30pm Singing For Fun 
Thurs 23rd 7.30pm Holiday At Home meeting in church 
 
Every Tuesday  9am   Church open for a cuppa 
Every Thursday  11.30am – 1.30pm Kind Hearts Café in the church hall 
   2pm – 4pm  Tours and a cuppa 
 
 

 

CHURCH SERVICES IN MAY 
 
 
Wed 1st 10.15am Eucharist in church 
Thurs 2nd 9am  Morning Prayer 
Sun 5th  8.30am Eucharist 
  10.30am Eucharist with Prayer Ministry 
Wed 8th 10.15am Eucharist in church 
Thurs 9th 9am  Morning Prayer 
Sun 12th 8.30am Eucharist 
  10.30am Eucharist 
Wed 15th 10.15am Eucharist  
  7pm  Sanctuary at 7 
Thurs 16th 9am  Morning Prayer 
Sun 19th 8.30am Eucharist 
  10.30am All Age Parade service 
  3pm  Confirmation service at St. Michael’s 
Wed 22nd` 10.15am Eucharist 
  6.05pm Church @ School in school 
  7.30pm Deanery Visitation for all wardens and sidespeople 
Sun 26th 8.30am Eucharist 
  10.30am Baptism service 
Wed 29th 10.15am Eucharist 
Thurs 30th 7.30pm Eucharist for Ascension Day with the other L23 churches, 
    at St. Nicholas’ 

 

 

 



THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR THIS MONTH 
 

Hello once again. It is 17th April, the sun is beaming down, there is a beautiful blue sky, lifting my 
spirits and giving me joy as I behold the lovely spring flowers in my little garden. 

     This week is Holy Week, when we follow Christ's journey to Gethsemane and ultimately The Cross, 
where He gave His life to save us from our sins. This is a very emotional journey as we consider the 
travail, pain and agony He suffered for our sakes. 

     We can follow the seven stations of The Cross, quietly praying as we walk, reading the various bible 
readings, or we can just pray wherever we are, giving thanks for His overwhelming love for us. On 
Good Friday, there is the very moving Olivett to Calvary service, which commemorates His last hour on 
The Cross. Then on Easter Sunday, we celebrate with the Easter Eucharist, joyfully proclaiming HE IS 
RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

      This week there has been the devastating fire in Notre Dame cathedral in Paris. After the fire was 
under control, photographs show that, unbelievably, the cross was still standing on the altar, shining 
forth. It reminds me very much of my home city Coventry. After The Blitz on Coventry in 1941 during 
WW11, the following day in what remained of the cathedral, two wooden beams were found held 
together by iron nails. They formed the shape of a cross, and were erected in the altar area of the 
ruins: This is known as "The Cross of Nails" and is still standing there in that holy place, many pilgrims 
coming and praying for peace and reconciliation, as well as visiting the new cathedral which was built 
next to the ruins. 

        We give grateful thanks that there was no loss of life in Paris. We also pray for those who will be 
working on the reconstruction of Notre Dame, that it might rise again above that beautiful city, a 
testament to God. 

 

IN CHRIST ALONE 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground     

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what  depths of peace 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My Comforter, my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

When you are reading this, the Easter celebrations will be over. You will have eaten your fill of 
chocolate, and will possibly be planning a summer holiday.  In the midst of all this, please remember 
those in need, the sick, the lonely, the homeless, the food banks; be a friendly smile, and a listening 
ear.  

Hug your loved ones, and remember to be thankful for all that you have. 

 

God Bless. 

 

Shirley Fairclough 
 

 

 



The Mission 
 

In early March, 20 or so Bishops descended upon Liverpool Diocese to take part in the 
Tell, Serve, Give Mission. Each Bishop brought with them a team of people from their 
area who were enthusiastic and hard working, ready to help the local churches in their 
mission events. Each Bishop was posted to a deanery, and we here in Sefton North 
hosted Bishop Pete from Sheffield. He was accompanied by a team of 6; Chris, John, 
Jane, Jakki, Hazel and Sophie.  

They arrived at the Cathedral for a commissioning service, and then came to St 
Stephen’s Hightown for Evening Prayer with tea and scones. We prayed together, asking 
that God would equip us all for what was to come… and then it began! The mission was 
underway, and what followed was an action packed few days of events, chatter and 
excellent food and drink. 

Between us, the churches in Sefton North put together a creative and varied programme 
which kept the team very busy - and well fed! Over the weekend, there were 3 ladies’ 
nights, 2 men’s events, 2 school visits, Messy Church, Craftivism, a toddler group, a 
youth group and a humans v zombies night. Added to that, there was Heavenly Food, 
bacon butties, a visit to Storyhouse, 2 coffee mornings, a brewery tour and a beach 
clean - which the Archbishop himself attended! There were, of course, many 
opportunities for prayer, from Blessings to Go in Maghull to prayer time for the team 
every day. On Sunday, many churches were visited by members of the team and we 
finished with lunch all together before they went back over the Pennines to Sheffield.  

The team felt that the mission was a huge success, with a full and dynamic programme 
which they could really got stuck into. They were never bored and had many 
conversations with people who wouldn’t say that they went to church. This was 
wonderful because it meant that the people in our churches felt they could invite friends 
who aren’t religious, and that these people were up for a chat when they came. It gave 
us all, not just the team, the opportunity to tell our stories and share our faith with 
others. 

 

We are so grateful for the hard work of everyone involved. On reflection, it seems that 
from Tell, Serve, Give many people excited about mission and are asking when more 
events can take place. Please do be praying about how the deanery, and your church, 
can reach out into the community and show God’s love even more. The most important 
thing to remember is that the mission didn’t end when Team Sheffield went home, it 
just got started!  

 

 

Rev Poppy Thorpe, Deanery Advocate  
 

 

 



 

PET SERVICE - SUNDAY MAY 19th at 10:30am 
 

Many of us have pets who play a special part in the life of our family. 

Due to popular request, we are going to have a Pet Service, giving thanks for our furry 
friends. So, you are invited to bring your pets with you to this slightly different All Age & 
Parade service. 

 

Cats and small animals would probably be best in some sort of secure carrying basket 
and dogs should be kept on a short lead. All 'leakages' should be dealt with by the 
owner. 

 

We will have refreshments outside that day. 



 

FRIENDS OF CROSBY BEACH 

We are sure you all share with us our pride in our beautiful beach. As you 
know, it is very popular with families, walkers, runners, cyclists, dogwalkers 
and the many visitors who come from near and far to see the iconic iron 
men statues. Sadly, it is all too often spoilt by unsightly rubbish washed in 
by the tide or dropped by people who can’t be bothered to put it in the bins 

or take it home. Even more importantly, if it isn’t removed it is washed back out to sea, polluting the 
water and harming marine and other wildlife. 

Friends of Crosby Beach was set up in January 2017 to try and do something to clean up the beach. It 
started very small with just one family but really took off when we set up our Facebook page. Numbers 
increased gradually throughout 2017 but there was a real surge the following year, undoubtedly due to 
the Blue Planet effect and constant media coverage. We now get a huge number of volunteers, at 
times over 100, including a large number of children and youngsters. In 2018 we had a staggering 580 
adults and 116 juniors turn out. See what one of our dedicated young regulars has to say: “I like doing 
the beach clean-ups because it is fun and it’s also helping the community by keeping the beach nice for 
everyone” (Heidi aged 10 then). We couldn’t have put it better ourselves! 

We meet monthly on a Sunday morning on the Mariners Road prom and we have also organised 
separate beach cleans for firms, schools and different organisations. This year we are adding two 
Saturday cleans (8 June and 13 July) and all our dates on our website and Facebook page (see below). 
We provide all the equipment which we have been fortunate to secure funding for from Sefton Ward 
councillors, Unison, Sea Changers and Tesco Bags of Help. Even so, we run out regularly or have to ask 
people to share when we get large numbers. 

Our wonderful band of volunteers are doing a grand job of keeping the beach clean and safe, but we 
have realised for some time that we need to do more to make people more aware of the harm that 
litter does to our marine environment.  

Single use plastic (SUP) is the number one enemy and it is very encouraging and heartening that lots of 
people are taking this on board and doing what they can to reduce their own plastic use. Some 
retailers and manufacturers are playing their part by pledging to eliminate plastic packaging in time 
and the government is planning to ban plastic straws and, eventually, cotton buds and wet wipes and 
they are consulting on the introduction of a deposit scheme for plastic bottles. 

We have attended many events locally with our display and exhibits and our first Marine Awareness 
event last year was a great success, with organisations such as the RSPB, Lancashire Wildlife Trust, 
Surfers Against Sewage, the RNLI and many others represented. We are now planning our second on 
Saturday, 18th May 1 pm to 5 pm at Mariners Road. Watch out for posters and leaflets and please do 
come along. We are delighted that schools in the area are taking a great interest in plastic pollution 
and do what we can to support them. We are equally delighted that Sefton Council has recently passed 
a motion, proposed by Cllr Diane Roscoe of Blundellsands ward, to reduce its own use, and the use of 
its partners, of single use plastic and to encourage the people of Sefton to switch to alternatives. On 
our website www.focb.org.uk we have a campaigns page, with a list of local traders who are going, or 
have already gone, plastic free and our volunteers are helping us to spread the word among other 
traders. There is a lot of other information on our website and we use Facebook (Friends of Crosby 
Beach), Twitter (@CrosbyBeachFOG) and Instagram (friendsofcrosbybeach) on a regular basis. Or you 
can contact us on volunteers@focb.org.uk.  

mailto:volunteers@focb.org.uk


  

  

  

  Hall User Groups’ Contacts 

Apple of my Eye Children`s cookery Michaela Wright 07984-153798 

Weight Watchers: Sarah Lee 07803-845972 

Adventure Babies Catherine   07837-69981 

WEA French class Paul Thompson 0151-243-5340 

Greek School Demetra Gavriel   07805-972846 

Baby Sensory Katie Rose-Vickers 07414-673251 

Friday Fun for Tots Playgroup Jenny Campbell   07815-947950 

Baby Ballet Jennifer Berrett 07980-521267 

NCT playgroup Anna Smith 07974-227740 

Jets Linzi 07815-431332 

Caterpillar Music Emma Gerrard 07884-073049 

Constituency Surgeries Cllr Dan Lewis 07731-721637 



 

 


