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Church Groups 

Sparks Parish Office 

stnicspa@gmail.com 

0151-352-8893 

JUICE [Join Us in 
Christ’s Environment] 

Helen Pennington 

nellieschildcare@gmail.com 

 

07963-000053 

3F4U Julie Dray 

Juliedray1937@gmail.com 

 

0151-924-4073 

The Bridge Youth Club Nikki and Colin Wilson 

Tantor26@googlemail.com 

 

0151-286-7911 

Card Making Class Jan Warren 

peterwarren@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

0151-924-1287 

Flower Team  

Co-ordinator 

Laura Gear  

07748-597571 

Men’s Working Party Steve Bailey 

Stephen Green 

0151-924-4416 

0151-476-9885 

 

Any News or Articles?   
Please leave your articles in the box at the back of church, or email to the editors:  

September, November – Micaela McLaughlin wishfire@live.com 

October, December/January – Phil Pellow philpellow@gmail.com 

 

The deadline for each magazine is the third Sunday of the month preceding 
publication.  Please send your article to BOTH editors – just in case! 

 

 

Uniformed Groups 

Rainbows Liz Sinker 0151-476-4211 

07796-628901 

Brownies Gemma Silcock-Stevenson 

8thcrosbybrownies@gmail.com 

 

Guides Lindsay Martin 

Lindsaymartin170410@yahoo.com 

07534-958925 

Beaver Scouts and 

Cub Scouts 

Andy Davidson 

apptscrosby@sky.com 

07900-582094 

 

mailto:wishfire@live.com
mailto:philpellow@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

                  
 

 

Vicar’s Viewpoint 
 

Almost Last Words 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God’  (John 14:1) 

The curate has left and the vicar is going. This probably arouses mixed feelings within 

the church. Some are possibly ready for a change, others may be fearful of the future. 

During May and June, I was very aware that the readings appointed for each Sunday 

contained Jesus’ last words to his disciples. The words he spoke to comfort and reassure 

them about what lay ahead.  

As last words go, they are quite useful for everyone at St. Nicholas’. Trust in God is 

always a good thing, whatever the circumstance. 



Jesus also said ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid’ (John 14:27). Jesus promises to be with his friends always 

and we are his friends. 

More words from Jesus: ‘I am the vine, you are the branches. If a man remains in me 

and I in him, he will bear much fruit, apart from me you can do nothing (John 15:5) In 

other words, stick close to Jesus. Listen to what he is saying and things will continue to 

grow.  

With regard to how we behave towards others in the church, Jesus prays for unity. In 

times of uncertainty, fear or stress, we can get cross with other people. Jesus prayed 

‘May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have 

loved them as you have loved me’ (John 17:23) 

This is all based on Jesus’ love for his disciples, for the world and for us, and his hope 

that we would carry that love in our lives, in all dealings with other people and 

especially within the church. 

The church is His church, a worldwide church that has lasted over 2000 years. Our 

church, St. Nicholas’, is part of the L23 Partnership, the Deanery of North Sefton, the 

Diocese of Liverpool, the Church of England, and ultimately the kingdom of Heaven. 

Jesus’ last words encourage us to trust and to love. As I prepare to move on, I am 

looking forward to being with God’s family in another place and wait for Him to show 

me what is to be the next challenge in my life of faith. 

 

One more step along the world I go, keep me travelling along with you…. 

 

Yours for almost the last time, 

 

Janet 

P.S If you want to hear more of the ‘last words’, read John chapters 14-17 

 

 

 
 
 



 
Local Ecumenical News 
Revd David Somerville moves on to a new job at the end of July.  
Before he goes he will welcome Ravi into his new job in Litherland because he is also Methodist minister over 
there. David has several churches to look after in Formby, Thornton, Blundellsands and Litherland. David’s 
replacement, Revd Karen Beecham, is welcomed on August 31st. 
There is a caretaker minister at the United Reformed Churches and they are sharing some services with 
Blundellsand’s Methodists. 
Our local Roman Catholic Priest at St. Joseph’s is also Priest at St. Helen’s Church. 
 
Start course 
This is for anyone interested in exploring a bit more about the Christian faith, or wanting to discuss with others. 
Sessions will last for about an hour and are informal, with a DVD presentation, discussion and time for 
reflection. They will be held on Wednesday evenings at 8pm at the vicarage and the dates and content of the 
course are listed below: 
 
Session 1: June 26th              Life  
Session 2: July 3rd               God   
Session 3: July 10th                   Message 
Session 4: July 17th                  Jesus 
Session 5: August 7th      Cross  
Session 6: August 14th            Onwards 

 
Men’s Working Party: 13th July and 10th August 
  
Gentlemen, we need your help. Your reward is a good laugh and a bacon butty! 
With a building like ours there are always jobs to be done, so any help is appreciated. No skills needed - you may 
end up footing a ladder, painting a wall, picking up rubbish or helping with one of our ongoing projects. 
 More hands make light work.  
Come along for an hour or two and see if you can help. 

 

                        
 



Music in July 
 

 

 
This article was printed in last year’s magazine but as we approach this year’s music festival I think it is worth 
reproducing again just to highlight how well we are doing in this church musically and the importance of 
fundraising for the organ restoration work which is so desperately needed. 

 
As this magazine goes to print my thoughts are on this year’s music festival; our 6th event of this type. We 
have been fortunate in the quality of music made available to us here at St Nicholas’ during this time, and all 
at the fraction of the price of a ticket for concerts of a similar standard of music making elsewhere. Over the 
years we have welcomed our own community choir, Liverpool Male Voice choir, Liverpool Chamber Choir, 
Another Place Gospel Choir, the choirs of St Nicholas’ School, Greenbank School Staff Choir, Aintree Hospital 
Choir, The Hoghton Players, choirs, instrumental ensembles and soloists from Sacred Heart Catholic College 
and Merchant Taylors Girls School, The Liverpool Bach collective, Maghull Wind Orchestra, and Sefton Youth 
Jazz Ensemble. Alongside these ensembles we have been privileged to hear the vocal solo talents of Danielle 
Thomas, Heather Heighway, Peter Bates, Isobel Jenkins, Ian Dunning, Keith Cawdron, Clare Hyam, Alan 
Rowell, and the instrumental skills of Kirsty Ligertwood, Geri Turminova, Edwin Palin, Rosalin Lazaroff, 
Alastair Ligertwood, and William Kiggins.  We have had international recitalists play the organ for us: 
Professor Ian Tracey, David Poulter, Richard Lea, James Luxton, Stephen Hargreaves, and Julie-Ann Carr. This 
list is not exhaustive and I apologise to those I have failed to add. These festivals have also raised thousands 
of pounds for various charities and causes. Outside of the Music Festival we have welcomed the Crosby 
Capriol Singers, Maghull Wind Orchestra and Another Place Gospel Choir. We have also developed our links 
with the Royal School of Church Music and have hosted or led the following: Come and Sing’ Vivaldi Gloria, 
‘Come and Sing ’Choral Evensong’, ‘Come and Sing ’Rutter Requiem’ and an RSCM Young organists day. Our 
worship is also regularly enhanced by the marvellous playing of Edwin and Rosalin. The ‘beast’ tying most of 
this together is the church organ; an example of fine craftsmanship at its best, but instrument which is so 
close to being decommissioned! It is an instrument for which we are merely the current stewards. It is our 
responsibility to ensure that it is available for current and future generations of our community to have access 
to. The music in this building complements the hard work of recent years in ensuring that St Nicholas’, as well 
as being a living and worshiping church, is a hub for the local community outside of the usual Sunday morning 
pattern of use. So my sincere thanks to all who have contributed to this year’s and previous festivals, concerts 
and general ‘music making’ in this place. 

 

 

LOUIS JAMES ALFRED LEFEBURE-WELY 

The great French Organ builder Cavaillé-Coll knew only too well how a performance by Lefébure-Wély could 
make an organ sound beautiful, attractive and above all, exciting. He therefore engaged Lefébure-Wely as his 
in-house organist. Opening recitals on new instruments were usually given by Lefébure-Wély and he could be 
called upon to demonstrate instruments to prospective customers. Lefébure-Wély maintained this position 
with Cavaillé-Coll until Paris entered a more sombre musical mood spearheaded by Jacques Lemmens. At 
that point organists of a more serious musical disposition became preferable, thus Cavaillé-Coll engaged 
César Franck to give the recitals and demonstrations. 

 

 Before After 

7th July Verset in F - Wely Sortie in Eb - Wely 

14th July Pastorale in G - Wely Bolero - Wely 

21st  July Elevation ou Communion - Wely Sortie in Bb - Wely 

James Louis Alfred Lefebure-Wely 
 



 
What’s on in July and August 

 

Monday July 1st 09.00 Janet takes assembly at St. Nicholas’ School 

Wednesday July 3rd 20.00 Start course at the Vicarage 

Wednesday 3rd July 09.00 Church open for a cuppa and a chat 

Monday 8th July 19.30 Shared ministry team meet 

Wednesday 10th July 12.00 Ecumenical clergy meet for lunch at St. Nicholas 

Wednesday 10th July  20.00 Start course at the Vicarage 

Saturday 13th July 09.00 Men’s Working Party 

Monday 15th July 09.00 Janet takes assembly at St. Nicholas’ School 

Wednesday 17th July 18.00 Church @ School 

Wednesday 17th July 20.00 Start course at the Vicarage 

Thursday 18th July 19.30 Ravi Sangra is licensed as Team Vicar at St. Paul’s Hatton Hill 

Monday 22nd July 18.00 St. Nicholas’ school governors meet 

Tuesday 23rd July  09.00 St. Nicholas’ School service in church 

Sunday 28th July 15.00 Farewell to Revd David Somerville our local Methodist 
minister. His replacement arrives in September to look after 
the five Methodist churches. 

 

Saturday 3rd August and 
Sunday 4th August 

 St Nicholas’ Singers (Community Choir) sing in Southwark 

Cathedral, while the Cathedral Choir takes its break 

Wednesday 7th August 20.00 Start course at the Vicarage 

Saturday 10th August 09.00 Men’s Working Party 

Saturday 10th August 15.00 – 
17.00 

Family picnic at church 

Wednesday 14th August 20.00 Start course at the Vicarage 

 

CHURCH MISSION PARTNER 

St. Nicholas’ Church has a commitment to supporting the work of the world church. Over the last few 

years, we have supported Dr Ruth Hulser, working in a hospital in Tanzania.  Ruth has returned to the 

UK and we have been given a new link via Mr Stephen Hatch, who is working in a school in Tanzania. 

Each month, we give money to support his work, but it is also hoped that members of our church 

would pray regularly for him and his work. You can, if you’d like, sign up to receive his newsletters so 

that you can keep informed of his work.  These may be obtained direct from the Church Mission 

Society at  www.churchmissionsociety.org/hatch or by requesting a paper copy via the church office. 

There is a profile on Stephen at the back of church, and on our website, or you can view this online at  

 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/stephen-hatch 

 

http://www.churchmissionsociety.org/hatch
https://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/stephen-hatch
https://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/stephen-hatch


 



 



 

 

 

 

 



Church services in July and August 
Sunday 7th July 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 7th July  10.30 Sea Sunday service 

Wednesday 10th July 10.15 Eucharist in church 

Wednesday 10th July 19.00 Sanctuary at Seven in St. Barnabas Chapel in church 

Thursday 11th July 09.00 Morning prayer 

Sunday 14th July 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 14th July 10.30 Baptism and Parade service 

Sunday 14th July 17.00 Toddler Church 

Wednesday 17th July 10.15 Eucharist in church 

Wednesday 17th July 18.00 Church @ School 

Thursday 18th July 09.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 21st July 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 21st July 10.30 Eucharist with Kath Rogers preaching 

Wednesday 24th July 10.15 Eucharist in church 

Thursday 25th July 09.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 28th July 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 28th July  10.30 Eucharist 

Wednesday 31st July 10.15 Eucharist in church 

Thursday 1st August 09.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 4th August 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 4th August 10.30 Eucharist 

Wednesday 7th August 10.15 Eucharist in church  

Thursday 8th August 09.00 Morning prayer 

Sunday 11th August 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 11th August 10.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 11th August 17.00 Toddler church 

Wednesday 14th August 10.15 Eucharist in church 

Thursday 15th August 09.00 Morning prayer 

Sunday 18th August 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 18th August  10.30 Thanksgiving service 

Wednesday 21st August  10.15 Eucharist in church 

Thursday 22nd August 09.00 Morning prayer 

Sunday 25th August 08.30 Eucharist 

Sunday 25th August  10.30 Baptism service 

Wednesday 28th August 10.15 Eucharist in church 

Thursday 29th August  09.00 Morning prayer 

 
 



 

Visiting preachers in July and August 
  
On July 21st at both our services, we will welcome Revd Kath Rogers, the vicar of All Saints with St 
Frideswydes, part of our L23 partnership. She will preach for us and it will be good to welcome her to 
our church. 
Also in July, Revd Alan Brooks will preside at a baptism service for two children of former pupils of his 

from his days as Head at St. John’s School - a special pleasure for both families. 
 
On August 18th at 10.30am we welcome Rt Revd Geoff Pearson and his wife Jean to our service. Geoff 
is former Bishop of Lancaster and an old colleague of Janet’s from when she was in Huyton. Geoff will 
preach for us. 

 

A Message from Keith 
 
Thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards, gifts, food for the buffet, good wishes and love on the 
occasion of my Priesting at Liverpool Cathedral on the 8th June. It was a very spiritual and emotional 
experience both at the Cathedral and presiding for the first time the following day.  
 
Thank you all so much, 
 

Keith Thornborough 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Rule of life: Give 

 

From the Bishop of Liverpool 

 
Called to pray, read and learn. Sent to tell, serve and give. 

 

In his book “Arabian Sands”, an account of his travels among the Bedu, the nomadic 
people of what is now Saudi Arabia, Wilfrid Thesiger tells the following story: 

Two days later an old man came into our camp. He was limping, and even by Bedu 
standards he looked poor… [My companions] pressed forward to greet him: “Long life to 
you, uncle. Welcome – welcome a hundred times.”  

I wondered at the warmth of their greetings. The old man lowered himself upon the rug 
they had spread for him… while they hurried to blow up the fire and to make coffee. I 
thought, “He looks a proper old beggar. I bet he asks for something”.  

Later in the evening he did and I gave him five riyals, but by then I had changed my 
opinion. Bin Kabina said to me: “He is of the tribe of the Bait Imani, and famous”. 

I asked, “What for?” and he answered, “His generosity”. I said, “I should not have 
thought he owned anything to be generous with”, and bin Kabina said, “He hasn’t now. 
He hasn’t got a single camel. Once he was one of the richest men in the tribe, now he 
has nothing except a few goats”. 

I asked: “What happened to his camels? Did raiders take them, or did they die of 
disease?” and bin Kabina answered, “No. His generosity ruined him. No one ever came 
to his tents but he killed a camel to feed them. By God, he is generous!” 

I could hear the envy in his voice. 

The capacity to give without reserve is not common, even among people like the Bedu 
who value giving. How much more difficult is it to be a person of generosity in a culture 
where giving is not valued; where increasing what you have is valued more. In 2016 
when Hillary Clinton said that her Republican rival Donald Trump had paid no federal 
income tax in some years, Trump didn't deny it. He said: "That makes me smart." He was 
elected for many reasons, but his generosity was not one of them.  

 

Sent to Give 

 

In our Rule of Life we believe that God calls us to pray, and read, and learn; and sends us 
to tell, and serve, and give. We want to live that way. On the inner and the outer journey 
each and all of the six dimensions is important. 

A generous lifestyle is profoundly counter-cultural and gospel-centred, in the spirit of 
the Lord Jesus: “Although he was rich, he became poor for our sakes, so that you could 
become rich through his poverty.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) Our Rule of Life reaches into every 



aspect of our lives, including the use of our time, our talents and our money – and giving 
each and all of these is not least in our Rule. 

It is important not to avoid the reality of the call to be generous, nor the call to establish 
a culture in the Church where generosity is valued as highly as it was among the Bedu in 
Thesiger’s story. The phrase “time, talents and money” recalls many a stewardship 
campaign, and catches well the breadth of the giving we are sent to perform. But 
holding all these three aspects together is the generous life, as a response to our 
generous God. We are sent to give; in other words giving is part of our mission. It does 
us good to give since it detaches us from an addiction to “our” time or talents or money. 
And it does the world good if we give these things, in the service of the common good. 

At the beginning of this brief series I asked you to embrace the life of prayer and to 
begin each Lord’s Prayer by saying in your heart: “Together with all disciples in the 
Diocese of Liverpool, as our Saviour taught us so we pray…”. In the same way now I ask 
you to embrace the generous life, and when you give your time or your skills or your 
resources, to say in your heart: “Together with all disciples in the Diocese of Liverpool, I 
thank God for what I have received, and I offer it for the needs of the world God loves”. 

In the meantime, please keep things simple. Align your life with the purposes of our 
Diocese within the framework of your parish, or school, or fresh expression, or 
chaplaincy. And may God bless you as together with the 60,000+ people in our Diocesan 
family you make this Rule your own. You are called to an inner journey; called to pray, 
read and learn. You are sent on an outer journey; sent to tell, serve and give. May God 
bless you as you set out on these journeys once again. 

 

 

Loving Father, 
by your grace we long to see 
more people knowing Jesus, 
and more justice in your world. 
Help us to live as your disciples in the power of the Spirit 
and to work to your praise and glory. 
  
Amen. 
 
 
 

Paul Bayes 
Bishop of Liverpool 
 
 



Ravi’s licensing in Litherland: Thursday 18th July at 7.30pm 
 
St Paul’s Church, Litherland L21 9JZ 
 
Please come along and give Ravi some support as he begins his new job as Team Vicar. It 
would be great if as many of us as possible could go to support him.  

 
6th Annual Music Festival 2019  

29th June St Nicholas’ Singers – Community Choir 
30th June Songs from the Musicals, with Clare Hyams, Keith Cawdron & Friends 
1st July Organ Recital  
 Lee Ward, Director of Music, Anglican Cathedral 
2nd July Maghull Wind Orchestra 
 Directed by Phil Shotton 
3rd July St Nicholas’ School Choirs [4.00 pm] 
 Directed by Rachel Cunningham 
4th July Sefton Youth Jazz Orchestra  
 Directed by Ged Cunningham 
5th July Danielle Thomas and friends – Vocal Music Concert 
6th July ‘The Four Seasons’  
 Led by Edwin Paling 

 
All concerts start at 7.30 pm, except 3rd July. 

Tickets £5 – under 16s free. 
Refreshments and Raffle Tickets on sale each night during the interval 

 

Hall User Group Contacts 
Apple of my Eye 
Children’s Cookery 

Michaela Wright 07984-153798 

Weight Watchers Sarah Lee 07803-845972 

WEA French Class Paul Thompson 0151-243-5340 

Greek School Demetra Gavriel 07805-972846 

Baby Sensory Katy Rose-Vickers 07414-673251 

Friday Fun for Tots  
Play Group 

Jenny Campbell 07815-947950 

Baby Ballet Jennifer Berrett 07980-521267 

NCT Playgroup Anna Smith 07974-227740 

Jets Linzi 07815-431332 

Caterpillar Music Emma Gerrard 07884-073049 

Constituency Surgeries Councillor Dan Lewis 07731-721637 

 
Advertising Space is available for businesses  

in and around Blundellsands 
Do you know someone who might like to advertise their business, or has business next 
to yours? Contact Editor to have your Ad included each month for a small advertising 
charge of £20 per annum for 10 copies. 



 

 


