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WHO’S WHO IN ST. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH?
Self-Supporting Ministry Curate
Church Warden
Church Warden
Deputy Church Wardens

Musical Director
Adult Church Choir
Youth Church Choir
Welfare
St. Nicholas’ Singers (Community
Choir)
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer
Verger
Gift Aid Administrators and
Stewardship Recorders
Safeguarding Officer
DBS Verifier
Parish Administrator General Administration
Parish Assistant
St. Nicholas’ School Head
Website Administrator
www.stnicholasblundellsands.org
FaceBook Administrator
Heritage Tours Organiser (group
bookings)

Rev’d Keith Thornborough
keith174@aol.com
Derek Parkinson
derekp99@gmail.com
Lesley Utley
lesleyutley2@gmail.com
Glenda Cain
Caroline Hailwood
Stephen Bailey
Stephen Green
Stephen Chantler
Mr Michael Foy
michaelgfoy@yahoo.com
Barbara Qualtrough
barb.qualtrough@gmail.com
Michael Foy
stnicholassingers@outlook.com
Gill Enstone
gillenstone@hotmail.co.uk
Liz Sinker
alsinker@hotmail.com
Helen Pennington
nellieschildcare@gmail.com
Angela and John Rankin
jmal4@aol.com
Liz Sinker
alsinker@hotmail.com
Peter Warren
peterwarren@blueyonder.co.uk
Diane Turner (Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday)
stnicspa@gmail.com
Nicola Jeens (Wednesday)
stnicspa@gmail.com
Rebekah Woods
www.st.nicholasprimary.org
Joyce Batey
joycebatey1@btinternet.com

281 4459

Lynne Godfrey
lgodfrey@virginmedia.com

474 0194
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924 9031
931 1813
474 0189
924 1714
924 4416
476 9885
286 0083
281 2541
932 9946
281 2541

476 4211
07796 628901
07963 000053
474 5967
476 4211
07796628901
474 0194
352 8893

352 8893
924 1204
929 3031

Curate’s Contemplations - Go Deeper
Our Journey together through Lent began on Ash Wednesday.
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ”.
Have you given anything up for Lent? Our Diocesan Rule of
Life is encouraging us to sign up to fast on Fridays throughout
Lent. We are told this is a Holy Fast, not a diet, nor a way of
feeling virtuous, superior or proud. You can sign up at
www.ruleoflife.org.uk
The time is spent going without food, praying, looking into our
hearts, reading and meditating on God’s Word to us.
Can I challenge you to Go Deeper with me this Lent? Please
take home your Bible reading sheets each Sunday and each
day of the week make some time to read them again. Turn your
phone, the TV, the radio off. Maybe light a candle. Be still and
be quiet. Be open. As you read over the passages of scripture
each day, see how God speaks to you. Focus and meditate on
one sentence or maybe even just one word. Perhaps a couple
or more of you could meet and read and pray together? Stop
me and tell me how you have got on. Go on - Go Deeper.
Sometimes I tell Matthew and Grace things, but they don’t hear
me. (On occasion this may be deliberate, but let’s be gracious!!
) There is just too much else going on, too much noise, too
much distraction. We need that space, that calm, that quiet to
really focus and tune in, to listen and to hear.
For many of us creating this special time with Jesus will have to
be intentional. If we keep a paper diary, or an electronic one,
can we ring-fence the time to spend with God each and every
day through Lent? Go on – Go Deeper.
I really like this prayer for Lent by John Harvey & Millicent….
Be our way, our truth, our life
Lord Jesus, desert dweller, help us now, at this time of Lent to
accompany you.
If we have grown soft, cushioning our lives with excuses,
expose us to the toughness of your way.
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If we have grown lazy, cushioning our minds with easy, thin
thoughts, expose us to the rigour of your truth.
If we have grown comfortable, cushioning our living with
satisfaction and success, expose us to the challenge of your
life.
As we walk, God, be our way.
As we learn, God, be our truth.
As we grow, God, be our life.
We pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen. (From Eggs &Ashes, Wild
Goose Publications, The Iona Community, with permission)
God Bless,

Keith
MARCH’S TEA ROTA:
1st March - Brian Fairclough and Stephen Chantler
8th March - Grace and John Donnelly
15th March – Sam and Carl Rooney
22nd March – Laura Gear and Helen Pennington
29th March – Rhian Kilpatrick and Liz Jenkins

New trees in Church Grounds
You may have noticed that 5 new trees have now been planted
on Mersey Road side of church, in place of the willow that was
cut down for safety reasons. Stuart Prendergast from ‘Green
Aspirations’ kindly planted these on the 10th February, in the
very extreme winds! A huge thank you to Stuart for his efforts
and time. The trees are a type of silver birch called ‘Betula
Jacquemontii’ and will add a beautiful splash of colour to our
church gardens.
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MARCH SERVICES
Sun 1ST March
Wed 4th March

8.30am
10.30am
10.15am
7.00pm

Thurs 5th March
Sun 8th March

9.00am
8.30am
10.30am
5.00pm
7.00pm
Wed 11th March 10.15am
6.00pm
Thurs 12th March 9.00am
Sun 15th March
8.30am
10.30am
Wed 18th March 10.15am
Thurs 19th March 9.00am
Sun 22nd March
8.30am
10.30am
7.00pm
Wed 25th March 10.15am
Thurs 26th March 9.00am
Sun 29th March
8.30am
10.30am
7.00pm

Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist in the church hall
Sanctuary at Seven
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Toddler Church
Bridge Youth Club
Eucharist in the church hall
Church @ School
Morning Prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
Eucharist in the church hall
Morning prayer
Eucharist
Mothering Sunday – All Age
Service
Bridge Youth Club
Eucharist in the church hall
Morning prayer
Eucharist
Eucharist
‘Olivet to Calvary’ a sacred cantata by
J.H. Maunder sung by The St. Nicholas
Singers – Community Choir, with
congregational hymns)
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Sunday 29th March at 7.00pm

‘OLIVET TO CALVARY’ is a fine example of music written for the late
Victorian / early Edwardian Anglican church. It contains a sincerity and
dedication which, despite being a definite product of its time, has carried
the piece through to the modern era. Its popularity is in part due to its
simplicity and it has been performed by many choirs from the smallest to
the largest. The composer, John Henry Maunder, studied at the Royal
Academy of Music in London and served as organist in several London
churches, including St Matthew's, Syndenham and St Paul's, Forest Hill.
Maunder started his career as a theatre composer and later devoted
himself exclusively to sacred music. While his oratorio 'The Martyrs'
became a perennial favourite it is 'Olivet to Calvary' which has retained
its popularity and appeal through the generations. Described as a sacred
cantata, 'Olivet to Calvary' recalls the scenes which mark the last few
days of Christ's life on earth. Part one starts with Christ's jubilant journey
to Jerusalem and ends with the scene on the Mount of Olives. Part two
begins with the Feast of Passover with Christ's commandment to his
disciples to 'Love one Another' and ends with the Crucifixion at Calvary.
It is interspersed with congregational hymns which reflect on the scenes.
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APRIL SERVICES
Wed 1st April
Thurs 2nd April
Fri 3rd April
Sun 5th April

8.30am
10.30am
9.00am
9.00am

Eucharist
Eucharist
Morning Prayer
School Service with Rev’d Alan
Brooks
Eucharist
Blessing of Palms, Procession
and Eucharist

8.30am
10.30am

HOLY WEEK and EASTER
Mon 6th April

7.30pm

Tues 7th April
Wed 8th April
Thurs 9th April

7.30pm
7.00pm
7.30pm

Good Friday 10th
April
Saturday 11th April

2.00pm

Easter Sunday 12th
April

Evening in Prayer with Keith
reflecting on Stations of the
Cross
Evening in Prayer with Alan
Sanctuary at Seven
Maundy Service – Eucharist for
L23 at All Saints with St.
Fridewides
An hour at the Cross, Music and
Reflections for Good Friday
‘Darkness to Light’ service for
L23 at St Luke’s Church, Crosby
Easter Service at Coastguard’s
Station, Crosby Beach
Eucharist
Sung Eucharist for Easter Day

Time - tbc
7.00am
8.30am
10.30pm
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THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR THIS MONTH
Hello everybody, here I am on the 14th February ST VALENTINES DAY!
Looking outside it is dark and gloomy, blowing a gale and bitterly cold in the
aftermath of storm Ciara, awaiting the arrival of storm Dennis!
Not really uplifting to the soul, but on a positive note, we still have a roof over
our heads, the garden is fairly intact, and there are signs of Spring with the
greenery of bulbs poking their way through the gloom of the Winter garden.
On another positive note, Brian and I are sharing our 50th Valentine’s Day
together since we started to go out with each other. Over the years we have
shared many ups and downs, joys and sorrows. Underlying all this has been
an abiding love and respect for each other for which I am very thankful.
Love is evident in many forms, love for a parent or a child, love for a family
member or a friend, love of partaking in a sport or hobby, the love for
someone we want to spend the rest of our lives with. We come into our
churches to worship God and share love and fellowship with each other,
hopefully then going out into our communities to share this love, and be a
testimony of God's abiding love for all of us; His children.
Perhaps you might like to start a thankfulness journal? A notebook in which
you could daily jot down ....3 things you are thankful for...3 kindnesses done
to you that day. It could be something as simple as being thankful for...a
good cup of coffee, the smell of rain or starting a new book! At the end of a
week you could look back on what you have written and be thankful for all the
blessings you have received.
I ABSOLUTELYLOVE THIS: ‘I believe churches are meant for praising God.
But so are 2am car rides, showers, coffee shops, the gym, conversations with
friends, strangers, etc. Do not let a building confine your faith, because we
will never change the world by just going to church. WE NEED TO BE THE
CHURCH’ - Anon
So until next time, smile at a stranger, be a listening ear, volunteer to help
someone in need, remember the food banks, hug your loved ones, and always
be thankful for all that you have.
God Bless

Shirley Fairclough
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Easter Thanksgiving Gift
Following on from the success of our Christmas Gift envelopes, and
because some folks have asked, we will have the opportunity to make
an Easter Thanksgiving Gift to the Church. Special envelopes will be
available for you to use.

Or if you prefer, use the Donation
Station at the back of church to
make your gift.

You may also wish to keep money aside from anything that you have
given up over Lent, and then gift this to our Church at Easter. Thank
you for your ongoing support.
If you would like to take part in the St.
Nicholas’ Parish Giving Scheme, for
regular giving, please see full details of
the benefits at www.liverpoolanglican.org
or talk to John and Angela Rankin.
The good news is that everyone benefits!
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WHAT’S ON IN THE WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH?
REGULAR CHURCH GROUPS + UNIFORMED GROUPS
DAY/TIME
SUNDAYS
10.30am
Sundays
(fortnightly in term
time) at 7.00pm

GROUP

CONTACT

Junior Sparks
Sparks Plus
Bridge Youth
Group - church
hall

Margaret Bird
Nicola Wilson - 0151 286 7911
tantor@blueyonder.co.uk

Mondays – weekly Card making
at 2.00pm
class - council
chamber
Tuesdays
3F4U – (Fun,
(alternate weeks
Friendship and
during term time) at Faith) in church
3.15pm on 10th
March, 24th March
Tuesdays Rainbows
6.00pm
Brownies
6.00pm
7.30pm
Guides
Wednesday
weekly at 1.00 3.00pm
Wednesday
weekly at 7.30pm
Thursdays
11.30am – 1.30pm
Thursdays (term
time) at
Saturdays – some
Saturdays and on
festive occasions
Saturdays once a
calendar month
9.00am – 12noon

Jan Warren - 924 1287
Peterwarren@blueyonder.co.uk
Julie Dray 924 4073
juliedray1937@gmail.com

JUICE (Join Us in
Christ’s
Environment) in
church hall
St. Nicholas’
Singers community choir in church hall
Kind Hearts Cafe

Liz Sinker – 476 4211 / 07796
628901
Gemma Silcock-Stevenson
8thcrosbybrownies@gmail.com
Lindsay Martin - 07534 958925
Lindsaymartin170410@yahoo.com
Helen Pennington - 07963 000053
nellieschildcare@gmail.com
Mike Foy - 281 2541
stnicholassingers@outlook.com
Rose and Liz

14th Crosby Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Flower Team

Andy Davidson - 07900 582094
gsl14th@gmail.com

Men’s Working
Party

Stephen Green - 924 4416
Stephen Bailey - 476 9885

Laura Gear - 07748 597571
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H

ERITAGE OPENING: We will be
recommencing our Heritage Tours on
Tuesday 3rd March where our volunteers will
be on to take folk round.
Tuesdays from 10.00 am - 12 noon
Thursdays from 2.00pm – 4.00 pm.
Individual tours are available and group visits
welcome by pre-arrangement. Email:
stnicholasblundellsands@outlook.com

St. Nicholas’ School - Foundation Governor Vacancy
A vacancy has arisen for a Foundation
Governor at St Nicholas’ School. If you would
like to apply, please speak to one of the
Churchwardens. For more information about
what the role entails, have a word with one of
the current governors – Glynis Johnston,
Glenda Cain or Gill Enstone.

.
OUR LOCAL FOODBANK - Can you help please?
Please could you help by making regular donations, particularly UHT milk,
tinned vegetables, tomatoes and potatoes? Please place them in box at
back of church. No more baked beans and soup – the mountain is still
growing!
Thank you Margaret Bird (Crosby Foodbank is part of The Trussel Trust - Reg.
Charity No: 1110522)
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Extra Help Needed!
Since Janet’s retirement, we have been very fortunate to be able to rely on an
excellent team of retired clergy, who have ably supported Keith Thornborough
in making sure that all our services can take place just as usual.
Unfortunately, during recent months, various members of our teams of
Sidespeople and Eucharistic Ministers have had to stand down, so we really
need some extra volunteers to make sure that these parts of our worship can
also keep running smoothly.
Both these roles are carried out on a rota basis, so you wouldn’t be needed
every week and the more people we have, the less often you will be needed!
If you think you could help, or would just like to find out more about what’s
involved, please speak to Derek or Lesley.

St. Nicholas’ Church Safeguarding Statement:
St Nicholas’ Church Blundellsands takes its duty and obligation to
protect all extremely seriously. We have adopted the Church of
England's robust procedures and national guidelines. You can find out
more about the national policies and procedures at
www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding
If you have any safeguarding concerns or issues on a safeguarding
matter
then
you
can
find
useful
information
at
www.liverpool.anglican.org/safeguarding
“THE KINDHEARTS CAFE”: Fancy a cuppa,
food and a chat? Every Thursday 11.30am 1.30pm located in the small hall in church.
Tea, coffee, homemade soup, hot meals, cakes
and fruit are served. Please pop in for a chat
in a friendly environment. Thank you Rose,
Liz and all their helpers
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MUSIC IN FEBRUARY

1st March
8th March
22nd March
29th March

Before 10.30 am
Sunday service
Aria
Tracey
Prelude
Faulkes
Andante Con Moto
Elligford
Celtic Lullaby
Rawsthorne

After 10.30am Sunday
service
Sortie
Rawsthorne
Festival March
Best
Allegro (Concert Fantasia)
Peace
Sortie on The Strife is O’er
Rawsthorne

Liverpool Organists
With the exception of Faulkes (who was a Liverpool
organist of a considerable standard), all of this
month’s organ music was written by men who held
the post of Organist to the (Corporation) City of
Liverpool, at St George’s Hall. When the organ was
installed in the hall it was the largest pipe organ in
Britain. Since then, a larger instrument was built for
the Royal Albert Hall and subsequently, Liverpool
Cathedral’s five manual masterpiece became the
largest pipe organ in Britain.
The post of organist was considered to be the
premier post in the country and a position sought
after by many of the most celebrated organists of
the time.
William Thomas Best was the first organist at the
hall and was a skilled composer and arranger of
orchestral works. However, he is mainly
remembered for his international reputation as a performer of the very
highest standard. As well as attracting audiences of up to 3,000 people
to his weekly organ recitals, was often called upon to give the inaugural
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recital of many of the finest organs around the world, including Royal
Albert Hall in London and Sydney Town Hall, Australia.
Albert Lister Peace succeeded Best. He had been organist at Glasgow
Cathedral for seventeen years and a prolific recitalist all over Scotland.
The critics of the day declared him the ’only acceptable choice’ for the
Liverpool job. His recitals at the hall were still attracting thousands of
people and he continued the tradition of arranging large-scale orchestral
works for the organ. He became a ‘local’ man to us; living in Dowhills
Road and his funeral service took place here in St Nicholas’ Church.
Dr Herbert Ellingford was the third organist and as well as his organ
recitals he is remembered for his text book, ;The Art of Transcribing for
the Organ; which was to become the most important book of its kind for
generations of organists to come.
Dr Noel Rawsthorne, who sadly passed away only last year, held the
post for just four years in the 1980s, before the hall was closed to the
public.
He was an internationally renowned performer and was the first western
organist to give recitals in the USSR. When he lived in Blundellsands,
Noel regularly used our instrument for organ practice.
Professor Ian Tracey is the current post-holder, a responsibility he
combines with the roles of Organist Titulaire at Liverpool Anglican
Cathedral and Chorus Master to the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Choir,
amongst others. He is a celebrated recitalist and organ advisor and has
taken recital tours all around the world. He has played on several
occasions for us here at St. Nicholas’.
William Faulkes, was for many years the organist at St Margaret’s
Church, Anfield. He composed many pieces for the organ and a large
catalogue of sacred choral music; most of which was published. On
several occasions substituted for Best at St. George’s Hall. This was a
rare privilege afforded to very few organists, as Best was very
‘protective’ of what he saw as ‘his’ instrument.
Mike Foy – Director of Music, St. Nicholas’ Church
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COMMUNITY HALL USER GROUPS & CONTACTS
DAY/TIME
GROUP
CONTACT
Mondays
NCT Playgroup
10.00am -11.30am

Elisa Congdon - 07784 546507

Mondays
6.00 -8.00pm
Mondays
5.00pm – 9.00pm
Tuesdays
10.00am – 1.00pm
Wednesdays
4.00pm – 8.00pm
Wednesdays
1.30pm - 3.30pm
Wednesdays
1.00pm – 4.00pm
Wednesday
6.00pm -7.00pm
Thursdays
10.00am -12 noon
Fridays
9.00am – 11.00am
Fridays
6.30pm - 8.30pm
Fridays
6.00pm – 7.30pm
Every weekday in
term time
Saturdays
9.00am -12 noon
Saturdays
11.00am – 5.00pm
Saturday
1.00pm – 2.00pm

Martin Colby - 07401 103230

WeightWatchers:
Crosby Dance
Baby Sensory

Katie-Rose Vickers 07414 673251
northliverpool@babysensory.co.uk
Demetra Gavriel 07805 972846

Greek School:
French Class

Paul Thompson
pauleverley@btinternet.com

Crosby Dance
Crosby Academy for
Performing Arts
Caterpillar Music:

Lesley Cox - 07725 111366

Friday Fun Tots
Playgroup:
‘Pawsitively Does It’ Dog Training
Constituency
Surgeries
JETS - After School
Club
Baby Ballet

Emma Gerrard - 07884 073049
emma.gerrard@caterpillarmusic.com
Jenny Campbell - 07815947950
Dawn Cassar – 07788 182320
Cllr Diane Roscoe - 07557 649055
Penny - 07815 431332
Jennifer Berrett – 07980 521267
southport@babyballet.co.uk

Crosby Dance
Apple of my Eye
Children’s Cookery

Michaela Wright - 07984 153798

ANY NEWS? Articles can be posted to the editor at the address below, emailed to:
joycebatey1@btinternet.com or posted into the box at the back of church. Please note –
deadline for articles is the 3rd Sunday of the month preceding publication. March Editor: Joyce
Batey
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HALLS FOR HIRE
Contact: Liz Sinker, Hall Bookings
Administrator
0151 476 4211 or 07796628901
Main hall: This hall seats over 100
people and includes stage area
Small Hall: Seats up to 40 people

PHOTOGRAPHY & TRAINING
Local photographer available for:
Weddings
Newborn and family portraits
Events
Studio and location photography
onf@neilmclaughlin.co.uk
neilmclaughlin.co.uk
Slimming World
Here at St. Nicholas’ Primary school
Nicholas Road, Blundellsands
Every Saturday at 8.30am
And 10.30am
Do you want to lose weight without
ever feeling hungry?
Join us for a cuppa and find out how
For more details:
Phone Vicki on 07909 614123

Crosby Tool Hire
For all your equipment needs
Sales, service, repair & hire of
all tools & gardening
Equipment
Floor sanders & carpet cleaners
Weekend deals!
We stock and deliver all sizes of
Calor gas
0151 281 9832

Kynaston – Electrical
151 Liverpool Road Crosby
Tel: 928 6721/1469
Electrical repairs
and
Rewiring – free estimates
NIC – EIC registered

McCallum & Tritton

Cohen’s Chemist
Providing all your cosmetic
Requirements

Funeral Directors
46 Mersey View, Waterloo
L22 6QB
Tel: 0151 931 2002

17 Bridge Road
Blundellsands
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