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CHURCH BULLETIN: SUNDAY 29th MARCH 2020 

Prayer about the outbreak: ‘Keep us, good Lord, under the 

shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who 

are brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing 

that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our 

Lord’. Amen. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Please remember the following in your prayers: Daisy 

Hennessy, John Hennessy, Stephanie Cater, Pat Gadd, Eila 

Voce, Lynda Scarborough, Irene Rooney, Sarah Russell, Leslie 

Ball, Jeremy Grills, Martin Atkinson, Les Hughes, John Hughes, 

Ron Thornborough and the bereaved families of Faith McGuire 

and Mary Burns. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

HOW DO WE SUSTAIN OUR CHURCH FINANCIALLY UNTIL 

WE OPEN OUR DOORS AGAIN?  

In this unprecedented time the church is facing an income 

shock on several levels which will greatly exacerbate our 

current financial problems: 

•  Loss of hall rental income. One term’s loss would equate to 

£10,000 

•  Loss of fundraising events  -  last year we raised nearly 

£4,000 

•  Loss of weekly offerings paid in weekly envelopes or loose 

plate.  

Churches like ours without a wider take up of the Parish Giving 

Scheme will be especially vulnerable.  While church services are 

suspended, the bills keep rolling in.  In 2019 we had average 

expenditure of nearly £9,000 per month. There will be some 

savings e.g. heat and light, but each month we still need to 

pay: 
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•  Parish share of £4,740. This pays for our Diocese to provide 

clergy stipends, NI and pensions,  training for clergy and lay 

people and other support services 

•  Insurance of nearly £500 

•  Staffing costs of £1,200 (though hoping charities/churches 

will qualify for the job retention scheme) 

There are no easy answers, no simple solutions. We are facing 

challenges which will draw on our reserves of faith and trust in 

God. But as Archbishop Justin Welby says, we are still doing 

church, it just looks different. 

How can we sustain our church, its buildings, ministry and 

mission?  Please pray AND act. This is an incredibly difficult 

time for many due to worries about income and job insecurity. 

However, for those that can, please step up to support our 

Church.  

What can you do in this period of lockdown? 

•  Those who already give via the Parish Giving Scheme can 

easily increase their monthly gifts by email to 

info@parishgiving.org.uk or call 0333 002 1260 

•  Those who pay by Standing order givers can amend their gift 

online or via telephone banking 

•  If you have access to internet banking, direct gifts can be 

made to St Nicholas’ Church PCC: Sort code 09 01 52 Account 

number 36419706. Please add your name to the payment 

reference so we can claim Gift Aid where we already have a gift 

aid declaration 

•  The Parish Giving Scheme is not currently processing new 

requests to join it. N.B. a direct donation by bank transfer or 

new standing order would reach us more quickly. 

•  If you have no access to online banking please set aside your 

weekly giving envelopes. These can then be brought into 

church or even collected from you once restrictions are relaxed. 

•  We are also looking into a suitable online giving platform 
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Please consider how you can give so the church can remain in 

good shape to go again with renewed energy on the other side 

of this.  

Please email stnicspa@gmail.com with any queries or to 

discuss any other ways in which you can help. We will 

keep you updated as the financial picture changes. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------

Closure of St Nicholas’ Blundellsands church buildings. 

Further to the Prime Minister’s statement to the country on 

Monday evening our church buildings are now closed until 

further notice. 

However, we at St Nicholas’ are more than the buildings. Our 

church is all of us and we are working together to keep in touch 

and come together spiritually and virtually so people will know 

they are not alone at this difficult and worrying time. See 

‘Keeping in touch’ below. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Morning Prayer service will be streamed on Sunday 

on the church’s Facebook page. See the notice on our 

website Welcome page for more details, or search 

Facebook for St Nicholas’ Church Blundellsands and ‘Like’ our 

page. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Funerals 

Funerals can no longer be held in church but may only be in 

a crematorium or at the graveside. They are limited to 

immediate family only. Although it is common practice to 

hold hands and hug to comfort each other at a funeral it is 
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recommended that there is no physical contact between 

people.  

 

 

Keeping in touch 

We have made arrangements for everyone in the 

congregation to receive a phone call from someone at St 

Nicholas’ to check that you are alright and see if there’s 

anything you need. If you know of anyone who you think 

may not be included then please let Lesley or Derek know. 

Their contact details can be found by going to: 

www.stnicholasblundellsands.org/magazine-and-bulletin 

If there is something you need, such as collecting some 

medicines from the chemist or you are running short of food 

they will pass your details on to a team from church who 

have offered their time to help and they will contact you to 

see what is needed. When they contact you they will 

introduce themselves so that when they come to your house 

you will know to expect them. 

To keep yourself safe please do not open your door to 

people you do not know who may be offering to help you.  

 

Digital resources 

There is a wealth of information available on the Church of 

http://www.stnicholasblundellsands.org/magazine-and-bulletin
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England website from streaming services to prayers to 

download at home. Click here to go to the website.  

 

 

Foodbank appeal 

The Foodbank are currently very short of tinned potatoes 

and dried mash potato (Smash), UHT milk, juice and tinned 

tomatoes. We appreciate these are very difficult times, if 

you are in position to help donations would be very greatly 

received. Thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches

