
1 

 

St. Nicholas’ Church News 
Belonging – Believing - Becoming 

 

April 2020 

 

   50p    
    

 

 

 
  

 

 

Registered Charity Number 1158819                              www.stnicholaschurchblundellsands.org 

 



2 

 

WHO’S WHO IN ST. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH? 

Self-Supporting Ministry 
Curate 

Rev’d Keith Thornborough 
keith174@aol.com 

281 4459 
 

Church Warden  
 

Church Warden 

Derek Parkinson  
derekp99@gmail.com 

Lesley Utley  

lesleyutley2@gmail.com 

924 9031 
 

931 1813  

Deputy Church Wardens Glenda Cain 

Caroline Hailwood 
Stephen Bailey 

Stephen Green 
Stephen Chantler 

474 0189 

924 1714 
924 4416 

476 9885 
286 0083 

Musical Director   

Adult Church Choir  

Mr Michael Foy    

michaelgfoy@yahoo.com  

281 2541 

 

Youth Church Choir  

Welfare 

Barbara Qualtrough  

barb.qualtrough@gmail.com 

932 9946 

St. Nicholas’ Singers 
(Community Choir)  

Michael Foy 
stnicholassingers@outlook.com 

281 2541  

PCC Secretary  Gill Enstone 
gillenstone@hotmail.co.uk 

 

PCC Treasurer Liz Sinker 

alsinker@hotmail.com  

476 4211                                                    

07796 628901 

Verger Helen Pennington 

nellieschildcare@gmail.com 

07963 000053       

Gift Aid Administrators 

and Stewardship 

Recorders 

Angela and John Rankin 

jmal4@aol.com 

474 5967 

Safeguarding Officer Liz Sinker  

alsinker@hotmail.com 

476 4211  

07796628901                                                    

DBS Verifier Peter Warren 

peterwarren@blueyonder.co.uk  

474 0194 

Parish Administrator -  
General Administration, 

Bulletins, Rotas & Magazine 
Editor 

Diane Turner (Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday) 

stnicspa@gmail.com 

352 8893 

Parish Assistant 

Wedding, funeral and 
christening administration 

Nicola Jeens (Wednesday) 

stnicspa@gmail.com 

352 8893 

St. Nicholas’ School Head 
 

Becky Woods 
www.st.nicholasprimary.org 

924 1204 

Website Administrator 

www.stnicholasblundells
ands.org 

FaceBook Administrator 

Joyce Batey     

joycebatey1@btinternet.com  

929 3031 

Heritage Tours Organiser 

(group bookings) 

Gill Enstone 

gillenstone@hotmail.co.uk 

474 0194 
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An Easter letter from Alan Brooks 
 

Dear Friends,  

 

I love celebrating Easter, don’t you?! 

 

Chocolate everywhere, fluffy bunnies, cuddly lambs, dazzling 

displays of daffodils. Yet these have little to do with the Easter 

story we will be walking through this month. 

 

To be honest I do not find Holy Week at all easy and often wish 

we could just celebrate Easter Day with its joyful news, 

“Alleluia, Christ is Risen!” Of course, this will not do. The 

trouble I have with the idea of resurrection is that you have to 

die first! Which brings me to a verse from the Gospel for Easter 

2; “He showed them his hands and his side” John 20:20. 

John records Jesus doing this as he appears to his disciples 

gathered in an upper room. He reveals his scars and wounds 

without shame, embarrassment or recrimination. Jesus had 

been betrayed, denied and abandoned by those closest to him 

and then suffered an excruciatingly painful death.  

 

Yet he loved and forgave them all, “For they know not what 

they do.” Perhaps a part of what he was doing in that upper 

room on resurrection Sunday was to help them see that despite 

the pain, shame and death, he was truly and fully alive. Alive 

with love and forgiveness. In his battle with evil Jesus had 

come through victorious yet scarred.  

 

As I come to my “retirement years” I look back on a life of 

many difficulties, failures – even denials and betrayals. These 

have wounded others as well as myself – and still I am 

surrounded by God’s love and forgiveness and am challenged 

to show that same love and forgiveness to others.  
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Easter reminds me that, like Jesus, I should acknowledge my 

wounds and scars without shame, embarrassment or 

recrimination and accept others as they do the same. The 

disciples’ response to Jesus’ actions that morning? “They were 

overjoyed.” 

 

A truly joyous Easter for all my loving, forgiving and accepting 

family at St Nicholas’. 

 

Your brother in Christ,  

Alan. 

[OK, where’s the chocolate?] 

 

 

How do we sustain our Church financially 

until we can open our doors again? 
 
In this unprecedented time the church is facing an income 

shock on several levels which will greatly exacerbate our 

current financial problems.  

• Loss of hall rental income. One term’s loss would equate to 

£10,000 

• Loss of fundraising events  -  last year we raised nearly 

£4,000  

• Loss of weekly offerings paid in weekly envelopes or loose 

plate. Churches like ours without a wider take up of the Parish 

Giving Scheme will be especially vulnerable. 

 

While church services are suspended, the bills keep rolling in – 

in 2019 we had average monthly expenditure of nearly £9,000. 

There will be some savings e.g. heat and light but each month 

we still need to pay:- 

 

• Parish share of £4,740. This pays for our Diocese to 

provide clergy stipends, NI and pensions, training for clergy 

and lay people and other support services 
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• Insurance of nearly £500 

• Staffing costs of £1,200 (though hoping charities/churches 

will qualify for the job retention scheme) 

There are no easy answers, no simple solutions. We are facing 

challenges which will draw on our reserves of faith and trust in 

God. But as Archbishop Justin Welby says, we are still doing 

church, it just looks different. 

How can we sustain our church, its buildings, ministry and 

mission? Please pray AND act. This is an incredibly difficult time 

for many due to worries about income and job insecurity. 

However, for those that can, please step up to support our 

Church. 

What can you do in this period of lockdown? 

• Those who already give via the Parish Giving Scheme can 

easily increase their monthly gifts by email to 

info@parishgiving.org.uk or call 0333 002 1260 

• Standing order givers can amend their gift online or via 

telephone banking 

• If you have access to internet banking, direct gifts can be 

made to St Nicholas Church PCC. Sort code 09 01 52 account 

number 36419706. Please add your name to the payment 

reference so we can claim Gift Aid where we already have a gift 

aid declaration 

• The Parish Giving Scheme is not currently processing new 

requests to join it -  a direct donation by bank transfer or new 

standing order would reach us more quickly. 

• If you have no access to online banking please set aside 

your weekly giving envelopes. These can then be brought into 

church or even collected from you once restrictions are relaxed. 

• We are also looking into a suitable online giving platform 

Please consider how you can give so the church can remain in 

good shape to go again with renewed energy on the other side 

of this.   

Please email stnicspa@gmail.com with any queries or to 

discuss any other ways in which you can help. We will 

keep you updated as the financial picture changes. 
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Closure of St Nicholas’ Blundellsands church 

buildings. 
 
Further to the Prime Minister’s statement to the country on 

Monday evening our church buildings are now closed until 

further notice.  

However, we at St Nicholas’ are more than the buildings. Our 

church is all of us and we are working together to keep in touch 

and come together spiritually and virtually so people will know 

they are not alone at this difficult and worrying time. See 

‘Keeping in touch’ below. 

The Morning Prayer service will be streamed on Sunday on the 

church’s Facebook page. See the notice on our website 

Welcome page for more details, or search Facebook for St 

Nicholas Church Blundellsands and click ‘Like’. 

 

 
Funerals 

 
Funerals can no longer be held in church but may only be in a 

crematorium or at the graveside. They are limited to 

immediate family only. Although it is common practice to hold 

hands and hug to comfort each other at a funeral it is 

recommended that there is no physical contact between 

people. 
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Keeping in touch 

 
We have made arrangements for everyone in the congregation 

to receive a phone call from someone at St Nicholas’ to check 

that you are alright and see if there’s anything you need. If you 

know of anyone who you think may not be included then please 

let Lesley or Derek know. Their contact details can be found by 

going to https://stnicholasblundellsands.org/welcome/2020-02-

february-mag-final/  

If there is something you need, such as collecting some 

medicines from the chemist or you are running short of food 

they will pass your details on to a team from church who have 

offered their time to help and they will contact you to see what 

is needed. When they contact you they will introduce 

themselves so that when they come to your house you will 

know to expect them. 

To keep yourself safe please do not open your door to people 

you do not know who may be offering to help you. 
 

 

Digital resources 
 
There is a wealth of information available on the Church of 

England website from streaming services to prayers to 

download at home. Visit www.churchofengland.org  

 

 

New Vicar 
 

St Nicholas have appointed a new vicar and 

here is the announcement that was made at 

our church and the successful applicant’s 

church on Sunday 15th March. 
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From the Archdeacon of Knowsley and Sefton, Pete Spiers,  

“I am delighted to commend to you the appointment of Beth 

Anderson, currently curate in charge at St Helen’s Parish 

Church as your next vicar.  

 

For nearly 30 years before ordination she was an English 

teacher with a particular interest in Special Educational Needs. 

She has also lived and worked in Zimbabwe. For 11 years she 

also helped to lead the youth group at her home church St 

Paul’s Skelmersdale.  

 

She is married to Mike and they have 3 grown up children. She 

has a dog and enjoys the outdoors and wandering around art 

galleries.  

The interview panel felt that the gifts and skills Bev 

demonstrated would be of enormous benefit to the mission and 

ministry of St Nicholas and discerned that God was clearly 

calling her and were delighted when she felt the same.  

 

We don’t have a date for institution at the moment but +Bev 

and I look forward to being with you on that occasion.  Please 

pray for Beth and the family as she prepares to move and take 

on this new role.” 

 

A message from Beth 

 “Dear all, I am delighted to have this opportunity to come to 

St Nicholas Blundellsands and am very much looking forward to 

meeting you and us worshipping and serving God together. 

 Beth” 
 

I’m sure we all look forward to welcoming Beth to  

St Nicholas’ in the coming months and as soon as we 

know when she will be starting it will be announced in 

church. 
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THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR THIS MONTH 
 

Hello everybody, I am writing these few words on Tuesday 10th 

March, it is a blustery gloomy day, not very conducive to the 

joys of Spring! 

 

All around the world there is panic and fear due to the outbreak 

of the Coronavirus, such a lot of misinformation is being spread 

about; rumours abound on social media. People stockpiling 

food and goods, especially for some reason...toilet rolls. 

 

There are queues in shops, gaps on all the shelves and people 

snatching and fighting over goods! 

If we were to take a deep breath and calmly listen to what is 

actually being said by the people handling this outbreak, be 

sensible, do all the things suggested to keep us all safe, there 

would be no need for this mad panic! 

 

During this troubled and worrying time, we should remember to 

keep an eye on the more vulnerable in our society, those who 

are elderly, those living alone, young families, in fact everyone!  

If you do not see someone for a while, tell someone else ask 

questions about them, care, be kind, as  Jesus said, "Love your 

neighbour before yourself."  

 

Continue to remember the food banks, they are very much in 

need of long life milk, tinned vegetables and tinned tomatoes,  

tinned potatoes and any basic foodstuffs, plus basic toiletries, 

no beans or soup, they have a mountain of these at present. 

There are collection points in all the supermarkets and one at 

the back of St Nicholas Church. 

        

I am about to start again on the decluttering of my craft room 

that I started last year, it is amazing how things mount up, 
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carrier bags full of all sorts  of things boxes of games and toys 

belonging to my grandchildren, files and receipts ,bags of wool 

and patterns, papercrafting goodies, letters from the past, 

treasures from my childhood, when I reread them there are 

many happy memories relived, tears shed for their loss, I then 

carefully put them back in my treasure box so very thankful for 

all the love and guidance they gave me! 

 

It is at this time of year ...Spring the beginning of new life, 

lambs, beautiful flowers appearing in the gardens, that we 

should perhaps think of decluttering our lives in general we can 

become bogged down by all the minutery of life, running hither 

and thither not really accomplishing anything. So stop, take a 

deep breath, and consider what is really important and 

necessary in your life!  Have a Spring clean! 

Happiness is like a butterfly, the more you chase it, the more it 

will elude you, but if you turn your attention to other things, it 

will come and sit softly on your shoulder. 

HENRY DAVID THOREAU 

 

So until next time, continue to be kind and caring, start 

decluttering, keep a watchful eye on the vulnerable in our 

society, appreciate the beauty of the spring flowers appearing 

in the gardens, hug your loved ones, and always be thankful for 

all that you have. 

 

God Bless,   

Shirley Fairclough 

 

 
If you would like to take part in the St. 
Nicholas’ Parish Giving Scheme, for regular 

giving, please see full details of the benefits at 
www.liverpoolanglican.org or talk to John and 

Angela Rankin. 
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OUR LOCAL FOODBANK - Can you help 

please? 

 

The Foodbank are currently very short of tinned potatoes and 

dried mash potato (Smash), UHT milk, juice and tinned 

tomatoes. We appreciate these are very difficult times, if you 

are in position to help donations would be very greatly receive. 

 

Thank you Margaret Bird (Crosby Foodbank is part of The 

Trussel Trust - Reg. Charity No: 1110522) 
 

 

St. Nicholas’ Church Safeguarding Statement: 

St Nicholas’ Church Blundellsands takes its duty and obligation 

to protect all extremely seriously.  We have adopted the Church 

of England's robust procedures and national guidelines. You can 

find out more about the national policies and procedures at 

www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding 

If you have any safeguarding concerns or issues on a 

safeguarding matter then you can find useful information at 

www.liverpool.anglican.org/safeguarding 

 

Article request 
As the summer months draw near, we’d love to her about some 

of your memorable holidays. Have you been on a break where 

you’ve visited an interesting church, that you’d like to share 

with us? If so, please email your article to stnicspa@gmail.com  

 

 
ANY NEWS?   Articles can be posted to the editor at St. Nicholas Church Office, 

emailed to: stnicspa@gmail.com or posted into the box at the back of church. 

Please note – deadline for articles is the 3rd Sunday of the month preceding 

publication.  April Editor: Diane Turner 
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HALLS FOR HIRE 
 

Contact: Liz Sinker, Hall Bookings 
Administrator 

0151 476 4211 or 07796628901 
 

Main hall:  This hall seats over 100 
people and includes stage area 

Small Hall: Seats up to 40 people 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY & TRAINING  
Local photographer available for: 

Weddings 
Newborn and family portraits 

Events 
Studio and location photography 

onf@neilmclaughlin.co.uk 
neilmclaughlin.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
Slimming World 

Here at St. Nicholas’ Primary school 
Nicholas Road, Blundellsands 

Every Saturday at 8.30am 
And 10.30am 

 Do you want to lose weight without 
ever feeling hungry? 

Join us for a cuppa and find out how 
For more details: 

Phone Vicki on 07909 614123 
 

 
Crosby Tool Hire 

For all your equipment needs 

Sales, service, repair & hire of 

all tools & gardening 

Equipment 

Floor sanders & carpet cleaners 

Weekend deals! 

We stock and deliver all sizes of 

Calor gas 

 0151 281 9832 
 

 
Kynaston – Electrical 

 
151 Liverpool Road Crosby 

Tel: 928 6721/1469 
 

Electrical repairs 
 and 

Rewiring – free estimates 
NIC – EIC registered 

 

McCallum & Tritton 
                    Funeral Directors 

46 Mersey View, Waterloo 
L22 6QB 

Tel: 0151 931 2002 

 

Cohen’s Chemist 
Providing all your cosmetic 

Requirements 

 

17 Bridge Road 

Blundellsands 

 


