
Living in lockdown: Julie Dray 
 

This is the third time I have tried to send my contribution so here goes 

again. 
 

Having read Stephen's well thought out and comprehensive contribution 

to the church’s lockdown experience it makes mine seem very mundane 

but here goes. 

 

I can't believe it is four months since the start of lockdown. Where has 

the time gone and what have I done with it?  

 

I have been de-cluttering, such a lot of stuff I have kept over the years to 

read and do and never have.  So papers, magazines, bank statements 

have all gone but there is still so much to sort and get rid of. I have 

discarded photos and items I had forgotten about but which are 

interesting reminders of my past. 

 

I used to do a lot of walking with my dogs but now with only one very 

elderly (15 yrs) am to get my exercise in running up and down stairs and 

out into the garden with him. His back legs are pretty useless and he 

cannot get up or walk without help so heaving him up and out into the 

garden is quite an effort but he loves his walking wheelchair and sorties 

down the road. I am also caring for my tadpoles. The spawn was layed in 

a puddle on my lawn way back during the wet February. Having no 

pond, I put it in the base of an old water feature. Eventually the tadpoles 

hatched and though vastly reduced in number now they are plump, have 

well developed back legs but no front ones. I am feeding them on 

aquarium flakes but whether I will have any froglets who knows. 

 

I miss going to the shops but two very kind neighbours are doing my 

shopping. It is not quite the same as choosing my own goods. 

 

A hobby of mine is cross stitching and I am concentrating on a very 

intricate piece for my friend who looked after Barclay for six months. It is 

a very addictive hobby and if I am not careful could take over my life. 

 

I have always enjoyed puzzles, crosswords, jigsaws and the mental kind 

so during this period I am honing my Sudoku skills.  



 

The routine of normal life has gone and I especially miss church and 

choir but the live streaming of services and fellowships is very welcome 

thanks to some clever people in the congregation.  Roll on the time 

when we can freely mix again. 

 

  Julie Dray 
 


