
Making our own history 

Covid-19 and St Nicholas’, July 2nd 2020 

 

St Nicholas’ archive project, launched at the end of May, has been 

tracing the progress of the corona pandemic from the end of January. 

We have been following our own reactions to this crisis through its 

various phases, but particularly during the period of national lockdown 

announced on 23rd March. Now we find ourselves on the verge of a new 

phase: July 4th, dubbed ‘Independence Day’ by some, will see a 

significant relaxation of many of the rules by which we have been asked 

to live and, inevitably, a new set of uncertainties and adjustments in all 

our lives. 

Our project has got off to a flying start with some fascinating insights 

into our individual experiences of this strange time. These have 

included observations on the way others, from our leaders to our 

neighbours have acted, to the ways each of us have found to survive in 

our personal lives. They have come in the form of full-length articles, 

which can be found in a dedicated section of our website, and a number 

of shorter email responses, which are being collated for these regular 

bulletin updates.  

Although both of our earliest contributions, from Stephen Green and 

Jan Hill, begin with wider matters, questions about how the crisis has 

been handled nationally, for example, or fury at the early sights of 

stripped supermarket shelves and obvious stockpiling, they also 

describe a process of growing personal detachment from the tyranny of 

daily news bulletins in favour of creating something more positive out of 

their enforced isolation. Whether through radical DIY or a beautifully 

organised sock drawer, both have been determined to resist the 

temptation to idleness, to take control of their days and have something 

to show for the experience. Both also look towards the future, Stephen 

asking whether life can ever be the same again and Jan listing some of 

the changes she hopes will remain, such as the sounds of birdsong 

instead of traffic, lower levels of pollution and a new sense of 

community. 



In stark contrast, however, Steve McCormack describes how his 

previously controlled and enjoyable retirement routine has ‘fallen apart’ 

since lockdown. His life has been invaded, his plans overturned and he 

has been forced to lock Betsy in the shed. Although he knows that, in 

reality, his experiences haven’t been as bad as some, he is simply 

looking forward to a future of restored domestic order when he can 

release her once more. (Betsy? Read the full story on the website).  

The absolute strangeness of lockdown emerges strongly from many 

comments: Marie Wright, for example, vividly describes, ‘The intense 

quietness in the local streets. Hardly any traffic on the roads, hardly any 

people out. The whole atmosphere reminded me of going out of a 

Sunday as a young child. In those days no shops were open, no places 

of entertainment, no big lorries on the road on a Sunday. It was then 

truly a day of rest! I felt as if I had been catapulted back in time.’  

If the uncertainties of the current situation have clearly created a strong 

desire in many of us to take control of our own lives in the best ways we 

can, sorting cupboards, organising filing, learning new skills, insecurity 

has also brought a desire to identify those aspects of life which provide 

the key to survival. For Imogen Rowland, like Marie, Jan and Steve one 

of our heritage volunteers from the community, contact with others is 

what keeps her going: as she puts it, ‘talking is basically my therapy’. 

For Shirley Fairclough, seeing the recent celebrations of VE Day 

brought back memories of a wartime childhood. She identifies 

particularly her later understanding of how hard her parents and other 

adults worked to create a sense of normality, even fun, for children like 

herself and, above all, to protect them from fear, an instinct which will 

strike a chord with many of us today. 

So, our project has made a good start, but it is only just beginning. 

Please continue to send us your lockdown experiences and, just as 

valuably, your responses to anything you have read from any of our 

other writers. If you can make the time, we also want to hear from you 

as we enter this new and, in many ways, equally uncertain phase of 

Covid-19 2020. 

Once again, from the Heritage Team, thank you! 

gillenstone@hotmail.co.uk 
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