
 Sunday 5th July 2020
St. Nicholas' Church, Blundellsands

Please remember the following in your prayers: Daisy Hennessy, Stephanie Cater, Irene Rooney, Sarah Russell, Jeremy
Grills, Martin Atkinson, Les Hughes, John Hughes. Please pray for the bereaved families of Vera Johnson and 
Margaret Allington-Bond.
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Welcome to 
Chairty reg: 1158819

Prayer about the outbreak: Keep us, good Lord,under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low;that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that
nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.Amen.

Church service this Sunday
We are delighted to tell you that there will be a service at St Nicholas' Church on Sunday 5th July at 10.30am. Rev. Keith
Thornborough will be celebrating Eucharist, and although he will be the only person taking bread and wine he will be doing so on
behalf of everyone. Please try to arrive in good time to avoid crowding. Entry will only be via the north door, the one on Mersey
Rd, where hand sanitizer will be available. There will be social distancing of 2m at all times, a one way system is signposted, and
some areas of church and alternate pews are blocked off.  Please read the ‘Arrangements for Church Services’ in this Bulletin
and adhere to these arrangements which are there for the safety of everyone.  Please follow any other instructions you may be
given on the day by Derek and Lesley. We are really looking forward to taking this next step with you in our journey at St
Nicholas.
Derek Parkinson and Lesley Utley
(Churchwardens)

Arrangements for church services                                                                                                                           
PLEASE READ BEFORE GOING INSIDE THE CHURCH
For the purpose of social distancing and to minimize the risk of transmission of the Covid 19 virus the following arrangements are
in place.
1.            If you feel ill or have a cough or temperature do not enter the church but seek medical advice.
2.            In accordance with recommendations we will be keeping a record of those attending each service, which will be
retained for 21 days. 
3.            If you become ill after attending a service or for private prayer and have a positive test for Covid-19 please inform one
of the churchwardens as soon as possible so that others attending at the same time can be informed. 
4.            The Order of Service and Readings are available on the website to download to your portable device eg iPad, phone or
to print out. Please bring it with you and if following the service on your phone please switch it to ‘silent’ (not vibrate).
5.            Please clean your hands using the hand sanitizer provided as you enter and as you leave the church.      cont overleaf



6.            Please keep a distance of 2m apart from people outside your household group whilst walking to and from
your pew or chair.
7.            A one way system is in operation. Please follow the arrows as you go to a pew or chair and please do not double back.
8.            You are welcome to sit in any pew that is not blocked off, but you should only share a pew with other members of your
household or ‘household bubble’.
9.            If all the pews are occupied please use the red chairs at the back of church.
10.          If you have children with you please keep them in the pew with you. The children’s corner is closed
and there is no Sparks.
11.          To avoid increasing the risk of virus transmission we will not be singing hymns. However, during the service a hymn
sung by a choir will be played to which you may wish to mime or quietly hum, but we ask that there is no singing.
12.          Mike Foy will be playing organ music before, during, and after the service.
13.          Only the toilets by the choir vestry are available. If you require the accessible toilet please ask one of the
Churchwardens to assist you.
14.          For those sitting in pews, when you are leaving church after the service, you should only walk towards the back of
church and not towards the altar, even to talk to someone. Those sitting on the left hand side of the centre aisle as you face the
altar should use the north door (by the children’s corner) and those sitting on the right hand side should use the south door (by
the kitchen area).
15.          For those sitting in chairs at the back please leave by the door nearest to you without going against the flow of direction
of others.
16.          If you have used one of the church’s service books please leave it in the tray on the table with the hand sanitizer to be
quarantined.
17.          Refreshments after the service are not available. If you need a drink of water please inform one of the Churchwardens
on duty.
18.          Donations to help with the running costs of the church may be made on the way out either using the contactless card
machine or using one of the donation plates.
19.          If you have any concerns or questions please see the Churchwarden on duty.

Vicar’s viewpoint
These are some thoughts triggered by the Gospel reading for today which is Matthew 11 vs 16-19, 25-end. There is no pleasing
some people. This Gospel reading addresses complaints made by people about John the Baptist’s and Jesus’s message. John
was seen as over judgemental, Jesus as too ready to eat and drink with the wrong sort of people, so both were strikingly
unconventional for the times.   There is a “yoke” to be carried by all believers, much like a yoke on a beast of burden  but Jesus
says he can teach us through this so we are to come to him because he is gentle and humble of heart and we can therefore trust
him at all times. 
If we feel weary and heavy laden at present Jesus promises us rest. We cling on to this promise in tough times. He will be with us
in our struggles, both individually and corporately. I must say so far, I am coming through this lockdown quite well.  On the plus
side the bank balance is better because I am not spending as much, so there is more there to help support people in more need
than me.  On the minus side, holidays have had to be cancelled and times we were going to spend with friends, including a
wedding in Canada for which I had already bought the suit!   I also need to visit the dentist and to get a haircut.   But this is so
little compared to others who have been affected by Covid 19 and other personal tragedies.   But as Jesus says “Come to me all
you who are weary and burdened and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light”. 
Through Jesus we will find rest for our souls even in these strangest of times.
Rev Chris Jones    

To everyone at St Nicholas Church
Thank you for all your prayers and support since my mum, Faith McGuire, died in February. It meant so much to me knowing that
I was part of the church. You are always in my prayers.
Rachel McGuire

Congregational fellowship
There will be n Zoom congregational fellowship this Sunday, Joyce is taking a break.

Living in Covid times
You can now read the new articles people have written about experiences of living in COVID times on our website: 'The Social
History Project during COVID 19' :stnicholasblundellsands.org/social-history-project-during-covid-19/



Making our own history
St Nicholas’ archive project, launched at the end of May, has been tracing the progress of the corona pandemic from the end of
January. We have been following our own reactions to this crisis through its various phases, but particularly during the period of
national lockdown announced on 23rd March.
Now we find ourselves on the verge of a new phase: July 4th, dubbed ‘Independence Day’ by some, will see a significant
relaxation of many of the rules by which we have been asked to live and, inevitably, a new set of uncertainties and adjustments in
all our lives.
Our project has got off to a flying start with some fascinating insights into our individual experiences of this strange time. These
have included observations on the way others, from our leaders to our neighbours have acted, to the ways each of us have found
to survive in our personal lives. They have come in the form of full-length articles, which can be found in a dedicated
section of our website, and a number of shorter email responses, which are being collated for these regular bulletin updates. 
Although both of our earliest contributions, From Stephen Green and Jan Hill, begin with wider matters, questions about how the
crisis has been handle nationally, for example, or fury at the early sights of stripped supermarket shelves and obvious stockpiling,
they also describe a process of growing personal detachment from the tyranny of daily news bulletins in favour of creating
something more positive out of their enforced isolation. Whether through radical DIY or a beautifully organised sock drawer, both
have been determined to resist the temptation to idleness, to take control of their days and have something to show for the
experience. Both also look towards the future, Stephen asking whether life can ever be the same again and Jan listing some of
the changes she hopes will remain, such as the sounds of birdsong instead of traffic, lower levels of pollution and a new sense of
community.
In stark contrast, however, Steve McCormack describes how his previously controlled and enjoyable retirement routine has ‘fallen
apart’ since lockdown. His life has been invaded, his plans overturned and he has been forced to lock Betsy in the shed.
Although he knows that, in reality, his experiences haven’t been as bad as some, he is simply looking forward to a future of
restored domestic order when he can release her once more. (Betsy? Read the full story on the website). 
The absolute strangeness of lockdown emerges strongly from many comments: Marie Wright, for example, vividly describes,
‘The intense quietness in the local streets. Hardly any traffic on the roads, hardly any people out. The whole atmosphere
reminded me of going out of a Sunday as a young child. In those days no shops were open, no places of entertainment, no big
lorries on the road on a Sunday. It was then truly a day of rest! I felt as if I had been catapulted back in time.’ 
If the uncertainties of the current situation have clearly created a strong desire in many of us to take control of our own lives in
the best ways we can, sorting cupboards, organising filing, learning new skills, insecurity has also brought a desire to identify
those aspects of life which provide the key to survival. For Imogen Rowland, like Marie, Jan and Steve one of our heritage
volunteers from the community, contact with others is what keeps her going: as she puts it, ‘talking is basically my therapy’. For
Shirley Fairclough, seeing the recent celebrations of VE Day brought back memories of a wartime childhood. She identifies
particularly her later understanding of how hard her parents and other adults worked to create a sense of normality, even fun, for
children like herself and, above all, to protect them from fear, an instinct which will strike a chord with many of us today.
So, our project has made a good start, but it is only just beginning.
Please continue to send us your lockdown experiences and, just as valuably, your responses to anything you have read from any
of our other writers. If you can make the time, we also want to hear from you as we enter this new and, in many ways, equally
uncertain phase of Covid-19 2020.
Once again, from the Heritage Team, thank you!
gillenstone@hotmail.co.uk


