
Making our own history 

Covid 19 and St Nicholas’ July 17th 2020 

 

Only two weeks since our last bulletin update, but even in that short 

time, the national picture has moved on and lockdown easing continues 

on its uneven way, often seeming to raise more questions than it 

answers as it does so. The current confected furore around masks for 

example: an assault on our civil liberties or a sensible public health 

precaution? The debate is all-consuming, until it is replaced by the next 

source of outrage, and then the next… 

So, it is a positive relief to turn to the most recent contributions to our 

own social history project, full of absorbing insights into the lived 

experiences of our friends and neighbours. The daily challenges and 

frequently ingenious solutions they describe provide a cheering antidote 

to the arguments and uncertainties around us and are a testament to our 

real resilience in the face of adversity. 

Read Annemarie Utley’s inspiring account of the ways she and her 

family have responded to lockdown: shielding herself, with two children 

to home school and her husband working away, she has designed her 

own programme for dealing with it all, even the arrival of builders to 

complete a loft extension, and emerged with perhaps a new sense of her 

own capabilities. 

Having read Annemarie’s article, Marie Wright replied, 

“I think we were all filled with dread at the beginning, thinking ‘How will I 

cope with this isolation!’ It’s amazing how most of us have just almost 

enjoyed the time we have found ourselves with and can spend on our 

hobbies, decluttering or extra time with people at home.” 

 Julie Dray too, has found her own way of ensuring that both she and 

Barclay, her elderly and arthritic dog, get enough exercise, while also 

finding pleasure in nurturing the tadpoles who emerged from spawn she 

discovered in a puddle on her lawn, all the way back in February. In 

common it seems with most of the country, Julie has also used the time 

to conquer the clearing and decluttering she has been meaning to do for 

years, like many of us finally acknowledging that there are saved articles 

she will never read and projects she will never embark on. Lockdown, it 

seems, has lent us all a new ruthlessness as we survey the 

paraphernalia of our lives. 



While much of what we have all been discarding has been destined for 

that much anticipated first visit to the tip, it appears that charity shops 

too can expect a bonanza. Lisa Smeaton, a member of our heritage 

volunteer team, has found herself with ‘boxes and bags of stuff’ to be 

disposed of after her own clear out. She and her parents have all used 

the time to catch up with DIY and clearing, but her piece also touches on 

more serious sides of the pandemic, the extra responsibility for elderly 

family members and, for Lisa, the disappearance at the end of this 

month of one of her part time jobs. For her, the pleasure of finally being 

able to see her baby niece again, much changed of course after three 

months, is balanced against economic uncertainty as the post-lockdown 

world starts to emerge.  

 Some, we also know, have found themselves facing serious illness, with 

less of the daily support of family and friends they would otherwise have 

been able to rely on; there are, after all, times when phone calls and 

Zoom can only ever be second best.  

As ever, therefore, our contributors present us with a range of personal 

experience, each in their own way reflecting aspects of the bigger 

picture as they have coloured individual lives. Please keep sending! New 

items, follow-ups to previous pieces (has Jan had her haircut yet? Is 

Betsy free?) and, of course, responses to anything you have read. As 

the “summer holidays” begin, we would particularly like to know how you 

will approach them and, if you came to the end of a particular period of 

your education this week, how did it feel? In her emailed response to our 

most recent pieces, Imogen puts it best: “Really good to read other 

people’s experiences, and how different we all are!!” 

From the Heritage Team, once again: Thank you! 
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