
Making our own History: 

Covid 19 and St Nicholas’ - 30th August 2020 
 

Since our last Bulletin entry, all has been quiet on the history front. 

Covid or no Covid, August is, after all, the month when everyone at 

least tries to take a break. This year, of course, choices have been 

both more limited and more unpredictable than usual: trips abroad 

have been subject to last-minute quarantine regulations and those 

opting for a staycation have also had disappointments to contend with, 

not least the disappearance of our miraculously Mediterranean 

summer and the abrupt return to normal British holiday weather. 

 

A consistent theme of many contributions to our archive project has 

been our impressive ability to adapt and carry on, finding ingenious 

solutions to apparently intractable problems. One of the most notable 

features of the past month has been the determination of many to 

ensure that, even in this strange, hybrid summer, half in lockdown and 

half out, some sort of holiday plan could be rescued from all the 

uncertainties which still surround us.  For some this has involved 

making arrangements that, in ‘normal times’, would definitely have 

been unthinkable - at least one can only assume that our Prime 

Minister would never in the past have expected to find himself 

holidaying in a windswept tent on the coast of Scotland? 

 

Ingenuity and determination to rise to the challenge of lockdown are 

definitely in evidence in the two most recent contributions to the 

archive project. You will already have seen Andy Davidson’s appeal 

for new members of the Scouts, Cubs and Beavers as the season 

prepares to start again. Now, on the website you can also read his 

account of scouting in lockdown, via weekly Zoom meetings with 

badges, quizzes and even a virtual visit to Chester Zoo. The virtual 

camps sounded great fun and Andy’s whole account of the way the 

movement has coped has been genuine confirmation that you don’t 



always have to ‘be prepared’ in order to turn a crisis into an 

opportunity.  

Alongside Andy’s piece is Joyce’s description of how she and Peter 

transformed an unloved corner of their garden into a Japanese Tea 

House, in time for the NGS Open Garden weekend in July. 

Resourceful use of items as unpromising as an old garden gate, 

bamboo canes and some discarded kitchen fittings combined with 

some genuine Japanese items to magical effect, as can be seen in the 

photos which accompany the article. The war time spirit of ‘make do 

and mend’ is certainly not dead in Hightown! 

 

For many young people, however, their abiding memory of this 

summer will be of the confusion surrounding their exam results and 

the possible implications for their futures. Coming after five months of 

lockdown, their experience has been unlike anything those of us who 

grew up in less ‘unprecedented’ times have ever had to contend with. 

Indeed, these months must surely rank as one of the most unsettled 

periods in which to be young since 1945 and, as schools and colleges 

prepare to return next week, we can only wish them and their teachers 

the very best of luck. 

 

Needless to say, if you have any more Covid experiences to share 

with us, we will receive them enthusiastically. It would be particularly 

interesting to have more descriptions of the way you or your 

organisation have managed to turn the restrictions of lockdown on 

their head to create something fun or different. Solutions to your 

holiday dilemmas would also be appreciated and, perhaps most 

pressingly of all, your or your children’s experiences of the world of 

education in recent times.  

 

Once again, thank you from the Heritage Team! 

Please send any articles or emails to: 

gillenstone@hotmail.co.uk 
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