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Please remember the following in your prayers: Daisy Hennessy, Stephanie Cater, Irene Rooney, Martin Atkinson, Jeremy
Grills, Les Hughes, Sarah Russell, Janet McNamara, Carol Ludlow, Selina Sinker, Christine Turner, Glenys Noonan, Jane
Hetherington, Gwen Vials Moore and John Donnelly.
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Prayer about the outbreak: Keep us, good Lord,under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low;that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that
nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.Amen.

Battle of Britain Sunday
Sunday 20th September this year marks the 80th anniversary of
the Battle of Britain.  The date was chosen as, in the battle which
lasted from July to October 1940, the 20th September was
recognised as the turning point.  Against, seemingly,
overwhelming odds Britain was defended by the Royal Air Force
and the Fleet Air Arm.  However, that barely represents the full
story.
Overcoming the Nazi attempt to disable Britain’s air forces
as a prelude to a negotiated peace deal or an invasion was
achieved only with enormous contributions and sacrifices by
many people working together.  Inevitably, it was the pilots who
bore the brunt of the losses (about 1 in 4) as in Winston
Churchill’s speech about the many owing so much to the few.  It
becomes very clear to anyone examining the facts, that those
achievements depended on a massive, coordinated effort by
engineers, factory workers, delivery drivers, fuel suppliers,
military personnel operating the RADAR equipment, maintaining
communication as well as overseeing the strategy and tactics,
anti aircraft measures and civilian emergency and social
services, as well as ground crew maintaining and arming the
aircraft.  Of the 3,000 pilots who defended Britain during those
months, over 600 were from other nations including many from
the Commonwealth.  During my own military service, I was
fortunate enough to meet many of the survivors.  Their altruism
was inspirational and motivated the rest of their lives.
Epistle readings for the past few Sundays have been from
Romans 13.  The chapter is famous for its statement about the
divine appointment of national leaders.  That doctrine has been
problematic for people living under authoritarian regimes.  The
passage goes on to remind us that a requirement and
characteristic of Christians is our love for one another.
The world is still reeling from the current pandemic.  We in the
Church have an enormous part to play in helping our nation/s
recover and supporting those worst hit by the effects of the
disease and the various lockdowns.
Christians are called to love and care for their neighbours. 
People of faith have been motivated to provide help through food
banks and care – not least in the NHS.  Our young people and
vast numbers of our nation’s workforce are facing huge
uncertainties and strains.  Our schools need and deserve our
help and, of course, our prayers.
The spirit which brought a turning point in the Battle of Britain is

characteristic of those who care about others.  Perhaps the best
way to honour the memories of those who sacrificed so much
during the Battle of Britain, is to show that same spirit of selfless
service and courage in the face of all the challenges which the
world now faces.  The greatest inspiration of all being that of our
Saviour Jesus Christ – the ultimate sacrifice for our ultimate
salvation.
Bill Matthews

Services
Sundays: 
10.30am Eucharist 
Wednesdays: 
9.15 Church open for private prayer                       
9.30 Morning Prayer                      
10.15 Eucharist                        
7.30 Evening Prayer, live streamed by Keith

The Bird Table
A few months ago Peter and I noticed that two pigeons were
regularly visiting the bird table in our back garden and quickly
devouring all the bird seed. As a result the smaller birds weren’t
getting a look in! So we decided to put a barrier round the table
so only the small birds could gain access.This worked very well
and eventually deterred the pigeons; initially it was quite amusing
to see how they tried every which way to fly onto the table.But
then I began to feel a bit mean and the thought occurred to me
that when Jesus invites us to come to His table for Holy
Communion He doesn’t put up any barriers – all are welcome
because of God’s graciousness to us.Was God trying to tell me
that I should be more gracious?This week I was sad to see that
our readings from Romans had come to an end because it is
through this Epistle that we learn all about God’s grace. After
Paul draws a picture for us about our miserable situation he turns
to God’s rescue plan. When Jesus died on the Cross He took our
place and satisfied God’s requirements for the payment of our
sin. When we say ‘Sorry ‘to God and ask His forgiveness for all
the things we have done wrong in our lives; say ‘Thank you’ to
Jesus for dying for us and say ‘Please’ come into our lives God
stamps across the debt of sin, “Paid in full.” That is
justification.Hebrews Chapter 11 is one of the best known in the
Bible and one of the most helpful. Christians have always turned
to it in times of trouble or testing and they have not been
disappointed. This chapter calls to mind the courageous
examples of those who have lived for God before us and shows
how we too may triumph over troubles and being tested, as they
did.And so, in our everyday lives, we need to recognise that it is
very easy to be friends with those who are friendly towards us, to
like those people who are kind to us and to love those who are
easy to get along with. We are naturally drawn to people who
show these qualities and respond in kind.But God’s love is not
like that. God accepts us ‘not because we are nice’ but ‘for whom
we are’. It is not a response but a loving act of will on His part.So
back to the bird table! I have to report that the barrier is still up as
I have not yet felt gracious enough to take it down. Maybe one
day I will love the pigeons enough to invite them back! In the
meantime they still continue to peck around the bottom where the
seed falls. Matthew 15 verse 27 states: “….yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”But that is another
thought for another day!
God Bless, Jennifer Levick
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9. You are welcome to sit in any pew that is not blocked off, but
you should only share a pew with other members of your
household or ‘household bubble’.
10.  If all the pews are occupied, please don’t ask people to move
along to make room for you, but use the red chairs at the back of
church.
11.  If you have children with you please keep them in the pew
with you. The children’s corner is closed and there is no Sparks.
12.  To avoid increasing the risk of virus transmission we will not
be singing hymns. However, during the service Mike Foy will play
a hymn to which you may wish to mime or quietly hum, but we
ask that there is no singing.
13.  Two toilets are open by the choir vestry. If you need them
please use the shortest route there and back to your seat,
making sure you avoid anyone else in the aisles. If you require
the accessible toilet please ask one of the
Churchwardens to assist you.
14.  When you are leaving church after the service, those sitting
in pews should only walk towards the back of church and not
towards the altar, even to talk to someone. To avoid crowding at
the back of church, those sitting on the left hand side of the
centre aisle as you face the altar should use the north door (by
the children’s corner) and those sitting on the right hand side
should use the south door (by the kitchen area).
15.  For those sitting in chairs at the back please leave by the
door nearest to you without going against the flow of direction of
others.
16.  If you have used one of the church’s service books please
leave it in the tray on the table as you leave to be quarantined.
17.  Refreshments after the service are not available. If you need
a drink of water please inform one of the Churchwardens on duty.
18.  Donations to help with the running costs of the church may
be made on the way out either using the contactless card
machine or using one of the donation plates.
19.  If you have any concerns or questions please see the
Churchwarden on duty.

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
At St Nicholas’ Blundellsands is generally held in April, but was
postponed this year until the autumn due to the pandemic and
the lockdown. In preparation for this meeting, can we invite you to
become a member of our church’s Electoral Roll? There is no
obligation or responsibility involved. We intend to start accepting
applications from Sunday 20th September 2020 and complete
the roll by Sunday 11th October 2020. Anyone who wishes to
vote at the APCM, stand for election or propose or second
someone else for election must be a member of the Electoral
Roll. Details of the meeting to follow.Forms will be available at
the back of church, or can be posted/emailed to you on request. I
am thinking particularly of those who have recently been
attending services either in person or virtually and feel that they
would consider themselves to be a regular member of the
congregation.If your name is already on the Electoral Roll from
2019 when we completely revised it, there is no need to complete
another form.If you have any queries please contact me by
phone on 0151-931 1813/07388 324 196, or by email on
lesleyutley2@gmail.com .Thank you – Lesley Utley

Updated Arrangements for Church Services
We hope those of you who have attended church since the re-
opening on 5th July have been able to enjoy worshipping
together and felt safe.As the weeks have passed we have seen
the numbers gradually increase, and we thought it would be
useful to remind everyone of the arrangements we have in place
to minimize the risk of infection and keep everyone as safe as
possible.This is a particularly good time to do this as Harvest
Festival approaches when we may have more people coming
back to church for the first time.

For the purpose of social distancing and to minimize the risk of
transmission of the Covid 19 virus the following arrangements are
in place.
1.If you feel ill or have a cough or temperature do not enter the
church but seek medical advice.
2.In accordance with recommendations we
will be keeping a record of those attending each service, which
will be retained for 21 days.
3. If you become ill after attending a service or for private prayer
and have a positive test for Covid-19 please inform one of the
churchwardens as soon as possible so that others attending at
the same time can be informed.
4.In accordance with Church of England guidance face masks or
coverings should be worn at all times, and only removed if giving
a reading or leading prayers, and briefly to take the wafer at
Eucharist.
5.Please clean your hands using the hand sanitizer provided as
you enter and as you leave the church.
6.Please keep a distance of 2m apart from people outside your
household group whilst queuing to enter church and walking
to and from your pew or chair.
7.The Order of Service and Readings are available as you enter
church. Please leave any red books in the tray as you leave but
you may take the readings sheet and any printed special order of
service sheets with you, eg Harvest Festival service.
8. A one way system is in operation.
Please follow the arrows as you go to a pew or chair and please
do not double back.

Thank you
Sheelagah, Robert and Janey Hetherington would like to thank
everyone from St. Nicholas' for their thoughts and prayers sent in
emails, cards and text messages for Janey after her recent
surgery. She is progressing slowly and surely.


