
St. Nicholas' Church, Blundellsands
 Sunday 4th October 2020

Please remember the following in your prayers: Daisy Hennessy, Stephanie Cater, Irene Rooney, Martin Atkinson, Jeremy
Grills, Les Hughes, Sarah Russell, Janet McNamara, Carol Ludlow, Selina Sinker, Christine Turner, Glenys Noonan, Jane
Hetherington, Gwen Vials Moore, John Donnelly,Cyril Burgess,John McCavery and Medhat Gendy.  
Congratulations to Andy Park and his fiancée Danielle on their recent engagement!  Such lovely news!
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Welcome to 
Chairty reg: 1158819

Prayer about the outbreak: Keep us, good Lord,under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low;that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that
nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.Amen.

An important reminder to all members of the congregation
Dear all,
You will all be aware of the rapidly increasing infection rate across all
areas of Merseyside, and the government’s
announcements today of the increased restrictions placed on us all.
Since worship resumed in our church three months ago, the
Churchwardens and Clergy have worked very hard  to create an
environment that’s as safe as we can to minimise the risk of
transmitting the infection between churchgoers, thus allowing them to
attend for worship.
However, last Sunday it was apparent that not everyone was
complying with the arrangements we have put in place. It is not the
role of the Churchwardens or Clergy to police our policies, but the
responsibility of every individual to follow the guidelines and keep
themselves, and everyone else, as safe as possible.
Examples of breaches last week were :-
·People coming into church without a face covering and standing at
the table at the entrance whilst one was put on
·Not using the hand sanitiser until reminded to do so
·Squeezing past the table to go across the back of the pews and
down the centre aisle against the one way system
·Asking people from a different household already in a pew to move
along to let them sit in the same pew
We want to be able to keep our church open for worship but if the
infection becomes more widespread we may find that church
services will be stopped.
**  HELP US TO KEEP OUR CHURCH OPEN AND SAFE BY
FOLLOWING THE RULES  **
Thank you
Derek & Lesley, Churchwardens

destruction brought by these locusts. Nothing in their path survived. 
We still had food shops open when the pandemic began, despite the
panic buying, whereas in Joel’s time there was no wheat, barley,
vines, pomegranates, figs or apples - all the things people depended
on in their very agricultural economy. All was gone
leaving the prophet to exclaim, “Surely the joy of humankind is
withered away.” 
Droughts and crop failures have happened in our lifetime in Africa,
and millions of people have suffered and died. But what does all this
tell us about the current pandemic and God? Does he not care that
his world is suffering? 
Old Testament prophets usually give us the worst case scenario.
They then go on to say that through humankind’s repentance things
can change. There may be further bad days and judgement to come
but there are also blessings for God’s
people.
Joel’s prophecy ends with the encouraging words “the Lord dwells in
Zion”. We don’t know exactly when Joel lived and prophesied but his
message is as relevant today as it was then. 
One day COVID will be gone from us. There is light at the end of the
tunnel if we take the rules seriously and also one day find a vaccine.
God doesn’t change; his love for us is the same yesterday, today and
forever.
Rev Chris Jones

Services
Sundays          10.30 Eucharist 
Wednesdays    9.15 Church open for private prayer 
                         9.30 Morning prayer
                         10.15 Eucharist                           
                         7.30 Evening Prayer, live streamed by Keith 
Sunday 4th Oct - 8.30am Service in St Martin's Chapel using the
Book of Common Prayer 
Sunday 11th Oct - 10.30 Harvest Service                              
                               5.00 Toddler Church live streamed by Keith

Vicar’s Viewpoint
A while ago a friend of mine suggested that we do some bible study
together, so we decided to pick a minor prophet from the Old
Testament to start this venture. I chose the prophet Joel, partly
because when I was first ordained I read that book and began to
study it in detail. But then the weekly round of sermon preparation
and pastoral work began to make this difficult.
found Joel fascinating. He interwove his prophecy with a natural
disaster that had happened in the land. Joel paints a bleak picture of
this event when storms of locusts came in and brought destruction to
the crops. We are suffering from the COVID pandemic at the
moment but in Joel’s time the earth was devastated by the

Harvest Service – Sunday 11th October 
Our Harvest Service will be held in church on Sunday 11th October
at 10.30. Contributions towards South Sefton Foodbank will be
received as usual and quarantined until collection the following week. 
The Foodbank is particularly in need of tinned meat, UHT
apple juice and orange juice, tinned fruit, tinned rice pudding and
toiletries (soap, toothpaste, deodorant, shower gel etc).

APCM – Sunday 25th October 2020
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) at St Nicholas’
Blundellsands is generally held in April, but was postponed this year
due to the pandemic and the lockdown. It will now be held in
church on Sunday 25th October at 11.30, following a shortened
Eucharist. All are welcome to attend but only those whose names
appear on the Electoral Roll will be eligible to vote (contact Lesley
Utley if you would like to be included on the Electoral Roll). 
The meeting will be available simultaneously on-line via Zoom. 
Seating will be allocated and we will be operating a strict booking
system to ensure that we are COVID-secure. If you are planning to
attend in person, you must contact Lesley Utley in advance
either in church, by phone or text on 0151-931 1813/07388 324 196
or by email on lesleyutley2@gmail.com. Bookings will close
on Sunday 18th October.  For those who would like to attend via
Zoom please contact Joyce Batey on joycebatey1@btinternet.com
before Sunday 18th October to request the Zoom meeting access
code and password.
For any further queries speak to Derek Parkinson 0151-924
9031/07799 037470 or Lesley Utley as above.


