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THE PARISH OF ST. NICHOLAS’ BLUNDELLSANDS – 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING - Sunday 25th October 2020 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Meeting of Parishioners to elect two Churchwardens 

      

2. The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Note: Only those persons whose names are entered on the Electoral Roll of the 

Church are eligible to nominate, stand or vote for office 

 

a) Chair’s Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 

b) Apologies for absence 

 

c) Minutes of the APCM held on 28th April 2019 

 

d) Matters arising  

 

e) Electoral Roll Report 

 

f) Election of Deputy Churchwardens and two Deanery Synod Representatives 

 

g) Election of Parochial Church Councillors and Independent Financial Examiner 

 

h) Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Parochial Church Council and 

the Governors of St Nicholas’ School for the year ended 31st December 2019 

 

i) Churchwardens’ Address: Reflections on the Interregnum and Looking Ahead 

 

j) AOB and items for future PCC Agendas  

 

k)  
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ELECTORS OF ST. NICHOLAS’ BLUNDELLSANDS 

WAS HELD ON SUNDAY 28th APRIL 2019 

 

1. Meeting to elect two Churchwardens 

 

Derek Parkinson and Lesley Utley had both agreed to stand again and, there 

being no other nominations, they were proposed by Tim Johnston, seconded by 

Glynis Johnston and elected unanimously. 

 

2. Annual Parochial Church Meeting   

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from Jane Caldwell, Lynne Godfrey and Laura Gear 

 

Minutes of the APCM Meeting held on 29th April 2018 

 

Minutes were proposed as a true record by Nick Scarborough, seconded by Peter Batey 

and accepted unanimously. 

 

Matters arising 

 

There were no matters arising not on the agenda. 

 

Electoral Roll Report 

 

Lesley Utley presented the report. The Electoral Roll had been fully revised for 2019: 44 

previous members had not renewed but 50 new members had joined the roll, bringing 

the final total to 159. It was agreed that these figures represented encouraging evidence 

of new growth which, it was hoped, would continue. 

 

Election of Deputy Churchwardens and Deanery Synod Representatives 

 

Deputy Churchwardens: Caroline Hailwood, Stephen Bailey, Glenda Cain, Stephen 

Chantler and Stephen Green had all confirmed that they were willing to continue to 

serve and were duly re-elected. 

 Deanery Synod Representatives: All three representatives, Helen Pennington, Peter 

Batey and Stephen Green had confirmed that they wished to continue to serve. There 

being no other nominations, they were duly re-elected. 

Parochial Church Councillors, Sidesmen/women and Independent Financial Examiner 
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Parochial Church Councillors: There were three new nominations: Glenda Cain 

(proposed Gill Enstone, seconded Margaret Bird ), Martin Kilpatrick (proposed Keith 

Thornborough, seconded  Stephen Green) and Ryan Kenny (proposed Lesley Utley, 

seconded Stephen Bailey). All were accepted unanimously. 

Sidesmen/women: Eric Molyneux and Martin and Rhianna Kilpatrick had all agreed to 

serve and were duly elected. 

Independent Financial Examiner: Mr David Roughley has kindly agreed to act as our 

Independent Examiner for a further year. He was thanked for his willingness to continue 

and his appointment was reconfirmed unanimously. 

 

Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Parochial Church Council and the 

Governors of St Nicholas’ School for the Year ended 31st December 2018 

 

The Accounts and Annual Report had been approved by PCC and circulated in advance 

of the meeting. The Treasurer, Mrs Liz Sinker, confirmed that the accounts had been 

presented to the Independent Examiner and had been approved. 

She emphasised that it had been a very challenging year: there had been a significant 

rise in Parish Share, in addition to the ongoing costs of Curate’s housing and the 

employment of a Parish Administrator for ten hours per week. Hall revenue now 

accounted for over half of our total income, but availability is finite and was now almost 

at capacity.   Weekly giving, unfortunately, was down, although those contributing via 

the Parish Giving Scheme now numbered thirty in all, a slight rise on the previous year.  

Liz took the opportunity to emphasise the advantages of the scheme for church 

finances, in particular the improvement in cash flow, as Gift Aid is received automatically 

each month, and the donation is also received regularly, rather than when the giver 

comes to church. She also emphasised that there is no obligation to continue should the 

donor wish to stop at any time.   

Reserves now stood at £18,000, with the Special Maintenance Reserve down from 

£30,000 to £15,000. She therefore felt it was important to consider our spending 

priorities carefully for the future. 

In conclusion, the Treasurer thanked John and Angela Rankin for their valuable work on 

Gift Aid and Stewardship, the Counting House Team and the Finance Committee for all 

the support they had provided throughout the year. 

From the floor, Joyce Batey suggested that we should make progress on the creation of 

a Just Giving link to the website, for which Finance Committee approval would be 

required. 

Nicola Jeens proposed that the accounts be accepted, Glenda Cain seconded and the 

meeting agreed unanimously. 

Peter Batey proposed a vote of thanks to Liz for her hard work on the accounts and 

Derek Parkinson undertook to write a letter of thanks to David Roughley. 
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Vicar’s address 

 

As her retirement approached, Janet felt that we had made good progress on the 

requirements of her job description, although the need remains to improve giving so that 

we can achieve even more in the future. Although she and Ravi would both be leaving 

at more or less the same time, we should not be discouraged. She knew we could rely 

on a loyal team of retired clergy to support Keith during the Interregnum. In the 

meantime, new people are coming into church all the time and the growing popularity of 

the Kindness Cafe has also made a difference. Ravi’s departure, however, will mean 

that additional leaders for children’s groups such as the Bridge and 3F4U will be 

needed. 

In conclusion, Janet thanked Ravi for all he had done for St Nicholas’ during his three 

years as our Curate. His hard work and enthusiasm and particularly his work with 

children and young people had made an enormous difference and she reminded all 

present that the date of his licensing was Thursday 18th July.  

 

Churchwardens’ remarks 

 

Derek began by thanking all who had been part of the life of the church during the past 

year for everything they had contributed and he thanked Janet in particular for the six 

successful years of her leadership. 

Lesley also thanked Janet, on behalf of Derek and herself, the PCC and the whole 

congregation for her secure guidance during this time, which had shown an impressive 

track record of organisation, delegation and the ability to identify people with the right 

skills for the right jobs. 

She knew that Janet had worked tirelessly to move us on, supporting us astutely 

through some tricky moments and spending time, energy and fortitude on our behalf. 

Lesley concluded with a final reminder that events celebrating Janet’s time at St 

Nicholas’ would take place on 7th and 8th September. 

 

Items for future PCC agendas 

 

Stephen Green spoke briefly to thank the Men’s Working Party for their efforts 

throughout the year, to thank Janet and Tim for their help and support with Phase Three 

of the Restoration and to remind the meeting that we are still on the Heritage at Risk 

register, so that the task of applying for further grants would lie ahead of us. Help with 

this was therefore urgently needed. 

 

The meeting finished with grace and lunch.  

 

 


