
St. Nicholas' Church, Blundellsands
 Sunday 1st November 2020

Please remember the following in your prayers: Daisy Hennessy, Stephanie Cater, Irene Rooney, Martin Atkinson, Jeremy
Grills, Les Hughes, Sarah Russell, Janet McNamara, Carol Ludlow, Selina Sinker, Christine Turner, Glenys Noonan, Jane
Hetherington, John Donnelly, Cyril Burgess, John McCavery, Tracey Kershaw and Norman Harrison. Please also pray for the
bereaved families of Susan Hartley, Medhat Gendy and Lillian Summers.
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Prayer about the outbreak: Keep us, good Lord,under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low;that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that
nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.Amen.

All Saints Day
Today, as we celebrate All Saints Day, perhaps we should
give some thought to our understanding of a Saint.  It is a
special, but often misunderstood word and means different
things to different people.  The Apostles’ Creed says that we
believe in the Communion of Saints.  So then, what or who is
a Saint?  What or who is the Communion of Saints?  
I expect most people think of a Saint as a person of great
faith.  Some are from the Bible, like St. Peter.  Others are
those who have lived since the time of the Bible but have
practiced their faith in an extraordinary way like St. Augustine
or even St. Nicholas.  Many people think of Saints as some
sort of super Christians who were better than the rest of us.
But there are several problems with this popular idea of
Saints.  For one thing it gives us an excuse.  If we believed
this idea, it would enable us to say, for example, “I’m not very
good about telling others about my faith.  After all, I am no
Saint.”  Such an attitude would cause the Church to
stagnate while we all waited for the Saint – the super Christian
–to step forward and do all the work.
Then there is the problem of giving Saints godlike qualities. 
Small statues of Saints become good luck charms as they
hang from rear view mirrors or are buried in lawns.  For
some, these Saints become like the gods of mythology.  We
have the patron Saints of travellers, labourers, health and
many more and some people pray to them.   The Bible has a
different way of defining the word Saint.  In the opening
greeting of most of his letters, the Apostle Paul addressed his
readers as Saints.  He wrote to the Saints in Rome, Corinth

and Ephesus. If you think you are
not holy enough to be a Saint then join the club!  St. Matthew
was a tax collector.  St. Philip doubted that Jesus could feed
the five thousand with a small amount of bread and fish.  St.
Peter denied ever knowing Jesus.  St. Thomas doubted that
Jesus rose from the dead.  St. Paul called himself the chief of
sinners because he persecuted the Church before the Holy
Spirit planted faith in his heart.  When Paul wrote to the Saints
in Corinth, he had to reprimand them for quite a number of
problems. Nevertheless, in the greeting of his letter, he calls
them Saints – holy ones.  They were not perfect, but they
were still holy in God’s eyes by faith in Jesus Christ. What
then is the Communion of Saints?  It is the communion
of holy people who believe that Jesus is both Christ and Lord.
We who believe are already Saints and one day Jesus will
shepherd us to everlasting life.  In that blessed place we will
experience the eternal joy of God’s presence along with the
rest of the Communion of Saints.
Jennifer Levick

Services
Sundays
10.30 Eucharist
Wednesdays
9.15 Church open for private prayer                          
10.15 Eucharist                           
7.30 Evening Prayer, live streamed by Keith 
Sunday 1st Nov:
8.30 Eucharist from the Book of Common Prayer                            
4.00 Service of Hope and Remembrance for the Faithful
Departed
Sunday 8th Nov:
10.30  Remembrance Sunday                              
5.00 - Toddler Church live streamed by Keith and Betty
Wednesday 11th Nov:
10.15 - Eucharist - Armistice Day We have poppies available
by the font at the back of church. Please observe social
distancing at all times.

Infection Control
We have a team of volunteers to assist in wiping over the
pews on Sun 1st Nov and Sun 15th Nov after the 10.30
service, as there are services throughout the day. If you too
would like to volunteer an hour of your time to help, please let
Lesley know ASAP. Thank you.

Rev Beth Anderson – Service of Institution
We are planning a Service of Institution for our vicar, Rev
Beth Anderson, on Sunday 15th November 2020 at 3 pm
marking the start of her ministry in the parish.
We will be joined by Bishop Bev Mason and Archdeacon Pete
Spiers and we look forward to welcoming Beth, her family,
friends and members of her current church, St Helens Parish
Church. The service will also be live streamed to reach as
many people as possible and Joyce Batey will send the link
on request via joycebatey1@btinternet.com. 
Due to the restrictions placed upon us in the current situation
seating will be limited and allocated in advance. Please book
by contacting Lesley before Sun 8th Nov in church, by email
at lesleyutley2@gmail.com or by phone on 0151-931
1813/07388 324 196. Thank you.


