
St. Nicholas' Church, Blundellsands
 Sunday 8th November 2020

Please remember the following in your prayers: Daisy Hennessy, Stephanie Cater, Irene Rooney, Martin Atkinson, Jeremy
Grills, Les Hughes, Sarah Russell, Janet McNamara, Carol Ludlow, Christine Turner, Glenys Noonan, Jane Hetherington, 
Cyril Burgess and Norman Harrison. Please also remember the bereaved family and friends of Maureen Geissler and 
Bill Roberts from the Crosby Branch of the Royal Naval Association.
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Welcome to 
Chairty reg: 1158819

Prayer about the outbreak: Keep us, good Lord,under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low;that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that
nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.Amen.

Rev Beth Anderson
Sadly, Beth's Service of Institution cannot now go ahead as planned.
To meet legal requirements she will now be licensed via Zoom on
Sun 15th November at 3pm. Attendance will be by invitation only as
numbers are limited. We will keep you informed as information
becomes available.

Support
Unfortunately, having weathered the first lockdown and built up the
hall income again, we are now to face another period without hall
income (apart from possibly JETs After School Club who are allowed
to remain open). I am concerned that without the level of extra giving
the congregation so generously raised earlier this year we shall
struggle to make ends meet this time. I realise it is a time of
uncertainly for all, but please would you consider one of the following
ways to continue giving during lockdown:- 
• Those who already give via the Parish Giving Scheme can easily
increase their monthly gifts by email to info@parishgiving.org.uk or
call 0333 002 1260. A sign up service via telephone is available
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm on 0333 002 1271.
• Standing order givers can amend their gift online or via telephone
banking. Or set up a new standing order.
• If you have access to internet banking, direct gifts can be made to
St Nicholas Church PCC. Sort code 09 01 52 account number
36419706. Please add your name to the payment reference so we
can claim Gift Aid where we already have a gift aid declaration. If we
have no declaration and you are a taxpayer just email me your
name, address with postcode and confirm your wish to gift aid your
donation.
• If you have access to the internet you can go to
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stnicholas-blundellsands
• If you have no access to online banking please set aside your
weekly giving envelopes. These can then be brought into church
during private prayer, or even collected from you. Or cheques can be
posted to Liz Sinker 13 Harlech Rd, Liverpool, L23 6XA. Card
payments can also be taken over the phone by contacting Liz on
07796628901.

Services
Due to the National Lockdown public services in church are
suspended until Wed 2nd December.
Services will therefore be live streamed as follows via the church
website and Facebook page:
Sundays - 10.30 Eucharist
Wednesdays - 7.30 Evening Prayer
Please note that Sunday 8th Nov is Remembrance Sunday Toddler
Church will be live streamed at 5pm.
Church will, however, be open for private prayer as follows: Sundays
- 2pm - 3pm and Wednesdays - 9.15 - 10.15

Foodbank
A collection point is available in church for donations to South Sefton
Foodbank. Church will be open Sundays and Wednesdays as above.

Thank you
Thank you to all those who were able to stay behind after last
Sunday's service to clean and sanitise the church in preparation for
the Service of Hope and Remembrance. You all did a great job.

Curate’s Contemplations
“God, our refuge and strength, bring near the day when wars shall
cease and poverty and pain shall end, that earth may know the
peace of  heaven through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen.”
Above are the words for our Collect this Sunday when we will take
time out to remember all those who have given their lives in wars
past striving for peace, and the words have really struck me with the
current situation we as a country, as a world, find ourselves in.  We
certainly have a war on our hands fighting this invisible enemy in the
coronavirus, and we do indeed pray for the restrictions coming into
effect to do the job they need to do, for these are surely going to
cause more poverty and pain, financial hardship, loss of income,
emotional stress, loneliness, despair, a sense of helplessness, and a
negative effect on mental health.  Four weeks is a long time when
the days are short and the nights are long, indeed 24 hours can
seem like an eternity. Please pray.
Even though our Church has to close for public worship, we can still
open for private prayer, thank God and we can also this time around
live stream from Church too, which we are going to try and do,
starting this Sunday.  All through the uncertain times ahead, God will
be our refuge and our strength.  I don’t know about you, but I do find
this season of remembrance really quite an emotional time.  Last
Sunday, the feast of All Saints, we heard the Beatitudes in St
Matthew’s Gospel from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount…. “Blessed are
the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God” and we do
remember with deep gratitude those who have fought and those who
still fight for justice and peace. 
We also on a more personal level remembered  those we have loved
and lost in our service of ‘Hope and Remembrance for the Faithful
Departed’, a time of reflection and thanksgiving but also a time of
finding hope  and  a deep peace for the future in the promises of
Jesus our Lord and Saviour. At the end of the month we begin
Advent, a time of waiting, of preparation for the coming of the Prince
of Peace. We so need this good news. Many of us will be wearing a
poppy at this time, a very poignant symbol.  I was looking at my
poppy on my jacket and the following came to mind:
P- peace
O-our
P-perfect
P-peace
Y-Yes!
Jesus Christ is our peace, our perfect peace… Yes he is!  Peace,
perfect peace is the gift of Christ our Lord!   Let us pray for peace. 
 Peace in our world, peace in our country, peace in our homes and
peace in our hearts and minds, peace for everyone affected by this
pandemic.  The peace of the Lord be always with you…..
God Bless, Revd. Keith

Toy Service Sun 6th December
The Annual Toy Service is to take place on Sunday 6th December if
lockdown restrictions are lifted. We'll also be collecting in advance
throughout November during the times when church is open for
private prayer. Toys, games, vouchers etc for all ages are welcomed.


