18th September 2022

Bill Matthews
News of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has
dominated our National life, as could be expected. The way
people have responded resonates with some of my earliest
memories.
As a small boy, I heard of HM King George VI’s death in February
1952. A year later my parents and I gathered with our neighbours
to watch the Queen’s coronation. Our neighbour’s husband was
Polish and had served with the British Army. He showed me his
Bible which had been in the breast pocket of his uniform when an
enemy bullet penetrated through most of its pages leaving him
unharmed.
God was at the centre of our thoughts throughout the sparkling
events of that day. The service in Westminster Abbey left an
indelible impression on me. Many years later I understood
something of the Queen’s relationship to Jesus Christ and how
vital she considered God to be in her life and, particularly in her
role.
Each year, my family has watched the Queen’s Christmas
message which has increasingly featured her own faith. It has
been a continual reminder of her total sense of her commitment to
and dependence upon God.
I have considered it a privilege to serve the Queen; the servant of
the Servant King. I received her commission in 1991 and played in
the band as she reviewed the Fleet in 2005.
The Queen and our Polish neighbour remind me that the servant
King is also our Saviour. In 2011 the Queen said: God sent into
the world a unique person – neither a philosopher nor a
general (important though they are) – but a Saviour, with the
power to forgive.

Registered Charity—1158819

Stephanie Cater, Irene
Rooney, Jeremy Grills,
Sarah Russell, Dorothy
Williams, Doreen
Gerrard, H, Davie
Doyle, Steve Bailey, Mike
Oswald, Janet
Humphries, the Vials
Moore family, Judi Stone,
Vicky, Rev. Joan Foster,
Rose Hart, Richard Lamb,
David, the Keeley family,
Lucy Bartlett, Toddler
Freddie, Jeanette, Albert
& Sue Kirby, Lesley
Davies, John Orme and
the bereaved families and
friends of Margaret
Johnson, Jacqueline
Clarke and Janet
McNamara

1

Following the passing of our beloved monarch, there are some changes to our services/events and
opportunities to pay your respects, as follows:

Sunday 8.30am - Holy Communion in a time of mourning
Sunday 10.30am - Special Commemoration Service giving thanks for the life and service of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II, which will replace our all age service. There will be suitable resources in the
children’s corner and they will be invited to bring their pictures etc. up during the service.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS:
Our planned Heritage Open Days Friday 16th - Sunday 18th September will be going ahead this
weekend. Friday's 2.00pm 'Tea Party' will not only focus on war memories (70th Anniversary of creation
and commemoration of St. Martin's Chapel), but will also offer an opportunity to remember our beloved
Queen Elizabeth II. Do come along and join us for talks, tours and refreshments. All welcome.

BOOK OF CONDOLENCES:
The Book of Condolences is available for anyone to sign immediately before and after the regular
services this Sunday, and during the Heritage Open Days opening times (see HOD poster on back
page)

We pray....

Loving Lord God,
Thank you for all that you have given us. As life
seems so hard at the moment, please help us to
maintain a generous spirit to all around us and to put
our trust in you. Please bring peace and stability to
your world. Keep us close to you.

Amen.
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SUNDAYS

8.30am- Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer service
on 1st Sunday of the month
10.30am service – All Age service on 3rd Sunday of
every month. Every other Sunday is a Eucharist
9:00pm - Compline Night Prayer online
4th Sunday - Music and worship at 6pm

MONDAYS
7:00pm – Prayers together at the back of church

Read – Choose a book of the Bible to read this month or
use an app to help you. You can download Lectio 365 for
free and it will guide you through a daily quiet time with
God.

TUESDAYS

Pray Loving Father, by your grace we long to see more
people knowing Jesus, and more justice in your world. Help
us to live as your disciples in the power of the Spirit and to
work to your praise and glory’ Amen

1:30pm Bible Study in church
WEDNESDAYS
9:00am -10:00am Church is open for private prayer

10:15am - Eucharist
7:30pm - Evening Prayer online
2nd Wednesday - Sanctuary @ 7 at 7pm in church
THURSDAYS

Learn – from each other as we share our faith stories in the
‘This Time Tomorrow’ section in our 10.30am Sunday
services

Tell – invite your friends and family to join us for our Sunday
and midweek services, Picnic Praise or our lunch on 25th
Sept
Serve – consider which of our teams you could join. Would
you like to help with Picnic Praise or our Thursday coffee
morning or the monthly Saturday working party? The more,
the merrier!!

10:30am – coffee morning at the back of church
Give – In October we will be having a Gift day when we can
pledge our time, attention and skills as well as our financial
contribution to serve our community. Please prayerfully
consider what you might be able to offer.

7:30pm Evening Prayer each
Wednesday
10:30am service each
Sunday
9:00pm Compline Night
Prayer each Sunday
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Our local Foodbank is in desperate need of the following: Toiletries, including
sanitary items, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shaving foam, shower gel,
deodorant, nappies and bubble bath. Also, instant noodles, pasta, biscuits,
long life milk, long life fruit juice and cereal. If you are able to help out, there
are collection boxes at the back of church. Thanks in advance, your donations
will be greatly appreciated

Bible Study resumes on 27th September at 1:30pm. Everybody welcome!
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