20th November 2022

Bill Matthews
King Charles’ face, according to some, showed some amusement as many sang,
“God save the Queen”. It takes time to change. It was Remembrance Sunday at
the Cenotaph in Whitehall. As always, thousands had gathered; civilians, service
people and veterans, to remember those who had lost their lives in wars and
conflicts.
Most wore a poppy – now the symbol of remembrance and hope. It was a time
to look back with sorrow and thanksgiving for those whose sacrifice gave us
liberty. Millions did that by standing still and silent. The rush and noise could
hardly be heard for once. Almost as if someone had said, ‘don’t just do
something, stand there’.
In the silence we could also look forwards with hope and courage to face the
dangers and uncertainties of economic, environmental and social change. We
are aware of the conflict in Ukraine, climate change and the effects of rises in
the cost of living.
The poppy was taken up following McCrae’s observations of the poppies that
flourished on the WWI battlefields after fields were churned up by ordnance
and troop movements plus the fertilizing effect of spent explosives. Poppies
pushed through the soil, growing tall and flourishing in vivid red.
They remind us of life after death, and our call to look up to see the coming
King. We’re reminded of Psalm 24, Luke 21, Matthew 21 and Isaiah 40. Not an
earthly king but one who reigns on earth and in heaven as in the Lord’s prayer.
Christ the King Sunday is an opportunity to look upwards towards God’s
reign. Many churches will use the old collect beginning with the words, ‘Stir up,
O Lord, the hearts of your faithful people’ - ‘Stir Up Sunday’. Traditionally the
day people return from church and stir up their Christmas puddings.
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Saints & St. Frideswyde’s
on Sunday 13th November
and comes to join our L23
team

With all that we’ve experienced in the world and all that the world now faces,
we need to fix our eyes on Jesus, the coming King. We’re called to serve Him in
the world. So, we can say to ourselves, ‘Don’t just stand there. Do something’
for Jesus the King and those He died to save.
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Our annual Toy Service is being held on Sunday 4th December at
10:30am.
Toys and gifts (vouchers are also welcome for the teenagers) will be
distributed by social workers to the children of families in the area
who may not otherwise get a present at Christmas.
All donations will be very gratefully received

PICNIC PRAISE IS BACK THIS SUNDAY!
Bring your own picnic and join us for family time, fun, games
and worship
Sunday 20th November at 4:30pm

** IMPORTANT NOTICE** There will be no Soupa Thursday
on 24th November, but it will be back on December 1st

We pray....

Father, help me to live this day to the full, being true
to you in every way.
Jesus, help me to give myself away to others, being
kind to everyone I meet.
Spirit, help me to love the lost, proclaiming Christ in
all I do and say.
Amen.
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SUNDAYS

8.30am- Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer service
on 1st Sunday of the month
10.30am service – All Age service on 3rd Sunday of
every month. Every other Sunday is a Eucharist
9:00pm - Compline Night Prayer online
4th Sunday - Music and worship at 6pm

MONDAYS
7:00pm – Prayers together at the back of church

TUESDAYS
1:30pm Bible Study in church
WEDNESDAYS
9:00am -10:00am Church is open for private prayer

10:15am - Eucharist
7:30pm - Evening Prayer online
2nd Wednesday - Sanctuary @ 7 at 7pm in church
THURSDAYS
10:30am – coffee morning at the back of church

Read – Join the Tuesday afternoon Bible Study. We
are discussing our way through 1 Peter. Lots to think
about here!
Pray – When you hear or read the news – don’t
despair! Talk to God about how you would like things
to be and where you would like to see his kingdom in
your life and experiences
Learn – people currently volunteering are doing their
safeguarding and Food Hygiene 2 courses. We are
also looking at Bereavement Care training. Let’s get
equipped to serve our community.
Tell – volunteer for the ‘This Time Tomorrow’ slot in
the 10.30am Sunday service. It is so good to share
our daily faith.
Serve – November is a time of remembering.
Contact that person you’ve not been in touch with for
a while. Make the first move to re-connect.
Give – information and invitations to your friends and
family to all that is going on at St Nicholas. If we all
brought one person that would be amazing!

7:30pm Evening Prayer each
Wednesday
10:30am service each
Sunday
9:00pm Compline Night
Prayer each Sunday
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A HUGE Thank You to all who have contributed towards the cost
of our new boiler. Your generosity is very much appreciated.
We are currently in our 28 day period of public notice before the
work to replace the boiler can begin
If you would still like to contribute financially, our bank
details are :
Account Name: St Nicholas Church PCC
Sort Code: 09 01 52

Account Number: 36419706

CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT MERRILOCKS PARK!
Sunday, 11th December 2 pm to 4pm
There will be mulled wine and mince pies and soft
drinks available, along with a raffle for a hamper.
Donations will be gratefully received for the railings
fund!

We are hosting the Sefton CVS Historic Townships
exhibition from 25th—27th November.
Please do come and have a look!
For more information, please visit www.seftoncvs.org.uk
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